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286 Hate (Sir Matthew, L.C.J., 1609-1676). A COLLECTION OF i 


f Mopern RELATIONs or Matrer oF Facr, concerning Witches and Witch-§ 
| craft upon the Persons of People. To which is prefixed a Meditation con- 
| cerning the Mercy of God, in preserving us from the Malice and Power 
Sof Evil Angels. Written by the Late Lord Chief Justice Hale, upon 

Occasion of a Tryal of Several Witches before him. Part I. [ all published |. 
1 Sm. 4to, unbound, half calf. {2 5 0 1693 


“. [8] + 64 pp. RARE. Not in British Museum. Not in Bibliotheca 
Diabolica. Although the title bears the word ‘* Part I,”’ the book is complete 
(Wood’s Athenae, 1096; Willams’ Sir M. Hale, p. 276). Sir Matthew Hale] 


| vas a firm believer in witchcraft, and here gives what he considers evidence in 


favour of the belief. The subjects treated are: (1) Evil Angels and their} 


§ Habits; (2) Apparitions, such as Dragons, etc.; (3) Girls courted by a Devil;™ 
| (4) ‘‘ A horrible relation of a Trumpeter, his Wife and Daughter, debauched by iim 
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_| Which ‘is’ prefixed .a “Meditation: concerning thie Mercy 


of God, in ne us from the Malice and Fowst 
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MA Athematical Divinity: Or, A plainDemonttration from 
1 LW the Holy Script yise, that che, Times of this World, t 
were. Fore-appointed by the'Covenant made with Abraham: 
And determined to ibe. aeqorcig to the,Meafure ofithe Age 

| and*Fulnels Of brit. #*: Re Secret Hinée the World began,. 
but is now made plain, Rd ‘Twelve ‘Tables, ina Solar 
| Calendar, as familiar to the” Underftanding as a Common 

LAK \With.a-full Proof, thar thisys, the laft Genera- 
1 fhall ‘not pafs,away. till all things be Fulfilled, . 

éoufnefsbe Opened. Being the Refult. 
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WI was not to convince the Atheifts and Sadduces of 
R this Age, of the Exiftence of Spirits, and by con- 
fequence of aDeity, that I began this Colleftion. * They 
bave the “Wotks* of the, Creation, ‘oth. of ¥be' Great 
and of the Leffer World, -and an admirable'Scenc of 
Providence exhibited to -the-reR of Man-kind in’ the 
Pofferity of. Abtaham,: and “Recordet in the Sacred 
Writings which, if they mere difpofed with meld defeca- 
ted ‘Minds (gently putting by’ the Leaves “and the 
Prickles, aad the mean ourfide Covering: whereby: bey 
areVeiled from the Prophane) to infpett the internal Forze. 
and Compofure, and deeply Contemplate the admipuble 

Accomodations of all the Paris the Deficn “and Ten- 


dency of the Whale, and the Secret Powers by which al] is 


Siftained and Ordered, they might by the help ofa 
certaige Didine Tighe, which dork ofizn hifi dte Juch 
Si Ppp!) loa ore Nb Roi hg 
fatisfaciory Condition of hoe wigs Which ho Tenis 
Fats ofa oitiated Natural “Onder placing howe 
Wy PRADO DAES DRO) Poy, ospgtos | oy oan 4g hy 
er yp ed, as“is imagined, by thé accomplifViments 
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; “Phe Preface. 


purpofe inmany particalars ; though I fhall tay xo. 


farther fire{s upon any of the Relations, when 1 come 
“yolmake ule of them, than I am fatisfied they may 
redfonably bear. But my Defign is this >. 

Being well fatisfied that much: of the Good and 
Evil,’ which occurs in the W orld, not only in relation 
20 particular Perfons, bat whole Families, Cities, and 
Warions, which ‘is commonly attributed to Humane 
Management,’ or Iknow not what blind Fortune or 
Chance } is in truth produced by the Secret prevalent 
Energy and Operations of certain Invifible, Intelligent 
Agents, which not only order and difpofe divers Occzr- 
ventes, which to ws Mortals feem'very minute and in- 
‘confiderable, to be.Oceafions of great C onfequences, bat 
dealloinfenfibly,and yet effectually bind and inpedesor 
exciteand promote,the Aftions of Meén,to produce Events 
fomennich fhortsfome beyond, and fome contrary, to their. 
Defigns > And thaPour Common Notion of Spirits, 


shat of thofe Invifible Agents,which Tconcerve to be of 


very different Natures and Powers, are greatly and 
anbappily»mifiaken. >And laftly, ‘that ‘much of the 


Buils, which aflift Mankind, are effected by Spirits of 


aninferior Nature’and Power; and but of the next 
— dhegreein ‘knowledgeand Power above us Mortals, and 
 fuchae are nfwally iniployed® by ‘Witches and Magi-= 
- gians-: IT fappofe that &@ better Undlerflanding of the 

Nature; Powers and Operations of thefe Spirits, of the 
Meansby which they get. Advantage againft-us, and 
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: Lhe. Preface, 


of the Means whereby we may either prevent the Jame, 

or be relieved and extricated out. of their Power,would 
be a matter.of no little Ofe and Benefit to Men, And 
in order to. this I have begun A Collection, of -Mo- 
dern Relations of. Matters of Fac concerning Spi- 


rits, but. principally of Apparitions.and Witches; 
intending in Couclufion to put together anys Obler- 


_Vations upon. there, and what. others F have met with 


in print of ‘this or former Ages,..for this Purpofes so. 
And becaule this Wicked, .and,..even.in Lhings 
wherein. they think -shemlelues. Wile ,Foolilb Age, 
baue\ frangely inepofed upon. sbemfelues,: or.beem-ins. 
poled upon,.by.the Biicacy of. the Devil. or his Infiru- 
ments, tO.a Disbelief of. the being of Witches, orcof 
‘uc Of that Power, which they exercife sbnekals the 
iuferultion. and Affsfance of thofe Spirites.«atd.dy;con- 
fequence. of their Agency in. many Milchiefs and Euils, 
which we ignorantly attribute to other Caules.:. Amd 
alfo. of forme Means, which.might be Aeful . to, derek 
they», and, 1a, difappoiyn their. Wicked. Operations. 
whereby mdiy snnocenn and good People. ares defi iex. 
poled. 20) their Malice, mbo.. might ‘othertifa. bere. 
tieved 5 libought. fit to,begin with a Publitationvof 
part of. my Collechion. concerning Watches: refer 
wing divers othersephieh 1 haxe fonsemvare.€ onepledy 
Information, andar olleaion af Relations of. Appa- 
ritions til another time... Aud. de the, mean%ime hal 
(6 20 Bled of, ain goad korfaranation son Afiftoncestin 
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SP Re- Preface. | 
any Phi ng yelating thereunto : Wherein KL defire only 
Certainty a to Marter of Past 5 and'then bow Incre- 
dible foever: zt may een to ‘the Vulgar, or fi woh as 
ab? hitted IMhe ‘Common \Norions of Phibofophy; 1 
care not: For Tam pen farufied that divers ereat 
Tinths Cannot bur feem fo'ro them. ata 
To thes. T thought it-uery proper to prefix a Medi- 
tAtion,though ndt finifhed,of thet no Te [sWefe;Proforne, 
Sagacious\and Ingenious, than Fup and. Good Man, 
jhe Tate Lord *Chief Jafice"H A’L E, | concerning 
the Mercy. of God in preferving ws fromthe Malice 
ai Power of Boil Angels; “which he wrote ar'\Cam- 


Bridge whe neNXr Bord's\day wfter the: Tryal ‘ofscer- _ 


Guin Witches ‘Befire him ‘ar “Sco Edmund's-bary, 
‘whom hehere Contlenined, andordered *t0 be \Exe- 
DR, after a Vong Payal from Seven “or Kightstn the 
‘Mornitty Vill’ Seven ov Bight “at Night, ‘mberein whe 
eedto. iB ayfiftanes: divers \Phyfitcans, wand “other 
Webried Men; andl ae Vap<afterca full and careful fx- 


Yrlinarion “the Fury finding them Guilty hespaffed 


‘Sevpence wpon-theni with fal! Sutisfa tion of the faftice 


of theirVerdiGt. There. i a Relation of itsin print, : 


pritten by Dis Marfbal, which I fuppofe is very true, 


A 


though to the befof my Memory, not fo compleat, as 


to fome obfervable Cixcum/lances, a what he related 
to me at bis return from that Circuit. 
‘pas well {atisfied in it maybe. perceived by his Wri- 
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But that he. 


ting this Meditation fo immediately upon PARTE MON, 
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The Preface: 


therefore I think it very proper for this. place, net on: 
Ly for the ufe which welt-difpofed People may make of 
it, but alfo-as.an Evidence. of the Fudement, of fo 
Great, (o Learned, fo Profound and Sagacious,. fo Cau- 
tious, Circumfpelt and: Tender. a Man.in matters of 
fuftice, and efpecially, in matters. of Life and Death, 
upon fo. great Deliberation, ( for. he knew by his Kalen- 
dar before-hand what a Caufe. he..was. to ry, and he 
well. knew the. Notions and Sentiments of the Age ) 
and upon fo folemn an Occafion ; to.check wand corveét 
the Impiety, the Vanity, the Self-conceitedne|s, or Baje- 
nels of fuch Witch- Advocates, as, either. conjidentlymain- 
tain that there are. no Witches at all, making their - 


(a) 


DISCOURSE 


CONCERNING 


The great Mercy of God, in preferving 
us from the Power and Malice of Evil 
Angels. oe : 


Written by Sir Matt. Hale at Cambridge 26 Mar. 

~1661, Upon occafion of a Tryal of certain Witches 

before him the Week. before at St. Edmund’s- 
Bury. Pideiersiaalecd: : 


a Hat there are fuch evil Angels, it is without all 
as equeftion;: The Old Teftament affures. us of it, 

4° . as 1t ealily appears-upon the confideration of the 

| ‘Femptation of our firft Parents; the Hiftory of 
Abimeleck.and the\Men of Shechem; the Hiftory of Saul and 
the Witch of Exder;the Hiftory of Micaiah and the falfe Pro- 
phets; the Hiftory of “fob; the Prophecy of the Defolation 
of Babylon, wherein Fim and Zjim and . the Satyrs were 
Prophefied to Inhabit: The New Teftament more ¢x- 
plicitly and abundantly clears it, by’ the Hiftory of the 
Temptation of our Lord ; the Demoniacks of feveral Symp- 
toms Cured by our Lord and his Apoftles; the Proceffion of 
. . the 
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(2) 
the Evil Spirit, and his return with feven other Spirits ; the 
Vifion of the Fall of Setaz from Heaven like Lightning by 
our Saviour; the feveral affertings of it in the Gofpel-and. 
Apoftolical Epiftles ; the Prince of the power of the Air; 
the Spirit ruling inthe Children of Difobedience; the King- 


dom of Satan; Principalitiesand Powers in high Places, and 


more frequently yet inthe Apocalyps It is allo confirmed to 
us-by daily Experience of the Power and Energy of thefe 
Evil Spirits in Watches, and by, thems... 

2. That thefe evil Spirits have likewife a great meafure of 
Power, and a greater meafure of Malice, appears in the fame 
Scriptures and by Experience. The greateft Strength and E- 
nergy of any cofporeal Creature, is in the vigourand power 
of thofe Natural and Animal Spirits that are within them 
The great fwiftnefs and ftrenbeh of the Lyon, the Wolf, the 
Tyger, and of the ftrongeft of Men, isthe exerting of thefe 
Vital and Animal Spirits, without which their Bodies, tho 
of the exaéteft Model-and Compages for ftrength, were but 


a Trunk and izers moles. Certainly therefore thofe Sepa- 


rate Spirits that are not clogged nor encumbred with Mattter, 
have a greater ftrength and. energy,, which is evident in thofe - 
Poflefled Demoniacks both inthe Gofpeliand in. known Ex- 
perience, who could not be holden by the “flrength of Men, 
swhen Poffefled with this. powerful and malignant Influ- 
ence. 

3. And yet their Malice tothe Children of Men is more 
extenfive than their Power: It-began with the Firft Man in 
Innocence, and it hath improved ever fince.- ‘The eyidence 
both of his Power and Malice, is moftlively feen.in that difplay 
of the Invifible Adminiftration and Exercife of it towards fob; 
that ic contented not it felf with any Bounds ; his Goods, 
his Children, his Name, his Body, the very Peace of his Soul 
and Mind were not enough to content or quench it; info- 
much, that had there not been a guard’ upon his Life. his 
Malice had alfo feized that: And which is yet-more, bis — 
Malice againft the everlafting Soul of Man is unfatiable, as. 
appears in that exprefs.defcription of the Tempting e 

ord, 


(63) 


Lord, ‘Tempting hirn to Prefuimption; to Defpair 5 to Apo- 
ftacy from God : And this he did not we out of a particular 
or perfonal Malice againft him; but as in his firft Temptation 
of the Firft Adam, his Malice was not-only at him, but at 
the whole Kind, which ‘ina great meafure he effected: fo 
in his Tempting ofour Lord,he aimed not only Perfonally at 
him, but im him at the totum genus Hamanum : For tho pof- 
fibly he might be ignorant of the hypoftatical Union of the 
Divine Nature to our Lord; yet doubtlefs he did fufpeCt that 
much of the good of Mankind was depofited in that Trea- 
fury, which if he could have fhattered and broken, he had 
exquifitely fatisfied the extent of his Malice againtt Mankind. 
ae This Malice and Power of that Evil one is much advan- 
raged in referencé*to Man. 1. By his great Experience and Sab- 
tilty.2. By his Invifibility and Swiftnefs, whereby he can 
fecretly and powerfully infinuate and mingle himielf -with 
the Subje&t he means to mifchief: He knows the Avenues 
into Man; and he knows how moft fubtily and unfufpett- 
edly to feize upon them : In reference to the Body of Maz, he 
knows’his Humours, his “Temper, his Diftemper, and hath 
the advantage of the higher Ground, as Perfeas had in his 
fight. with’ the Monfter in the Fable; as the Eagle in his 
fight with the Dragon : He can watch his Advantage and Un- 
difcovered can derive into him a malignant Air, or a poylo- 
nous Fume, ora venomous Infufion ; His Experience.in Na- 
tural Caufes; his Ability to difcover fic A@tives, and to ap- 
ply them effeGtually to Paflives ; shis acquaintance with the 
Natural Conftitutions, and his opportunities to difturb, or 
invenom it; his Speed.and imperceptible Motion in infinu- 
tion of himfelf, and “his Experiments upon the Bedy. renders 
it, upon a bare natural’account, much fubjett to his Pow- 

er. 
=, And no lefs advantage hath he upon the Sonal, Pirft in 
vefpect of it felf and its own fpiritual Nature, whereby in all . 
probability he:can fecretly and immediately nfinuate himfeli 
with it, and Perfwade, and Excite, and Deceive, and Abufe, 
as a fubtil Man can deal with another of more fimplicity : 
“2 | For 
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(4) 

For it feems altogether as reafonable upon a bare naturaf 
account, that one Spirit may communicate with another in 
a Kind proper to them Nature, as one Man may communi- 
Cate to another,in a Kind fuitable with his Nature. 2. And 
principally iz refpect of the manner of the operation of the Soul 
of Man in Communion with the Body, whereby fhe hath a kind 
of dependance upon the Body’s Conftitution, and by a di- 
{turbance or diforder in that, become fubje& toa diforder 
in her Actings: Upon this.account he can difturb the Blood 
into Cholar, or Luft; abufe the Fancy with falfe repre- 
fentations or difturbances in Truth; corrupt the Organ of 
the Senfe, or the Species which they receive; inrage, and 
difcompofe the Humours of the Body, mingle Ingrediants 
with them, that fhall impede. or corrupt the actings of 
the Soul. And as thus he can. corrupt within, fo he can by: 
obfervation of the prevalence of any Luft or ‘Paffion,. and of 
the jut and true Lalor, when it is at: the height, fit it with 
a Temptation that. fhall draw it out to A@ion. When Achan’s 
covetous humour is high, he can unvail the Wedge of 
Gold and the Babylonifh Garment... When Davia’s Securi- 
ty and Idlenefs, and poffibly high and. delicate Fare, hath 
tailed up the Luft of his Flefh, he can: prefent him with a! 
Bathfheba. "Thus partly by his own Wildom, Experience, mas 
licious Vigilancy, Invifibility, Strength: and. Power ;' partly 
by our omz Weaknefs and Infirmity,. partly by the Corre/pon- 
dence he hath with our Tempers and Difpofitions, he. is able 
to make advantage upon us, either by internal Corrupting, 
or by external Alluring or Inciting us to what is hurtful.and 
prejudicial. 3 | 

6.:Since therefore it is apparent that he wants -neither 
Power, nor.Opportunity, nor Malice, to mifchief us, it re- 
mains, that. certainly the objtruction of the executing of that 
Power doth not arife from himfelf; for his Malice is unfatiable;. 


it is his bufinels every day to go about feeking whom he may. 


Devour: And unqueftionably his Malice would carry, him 
to the execution of the utmoft of his Power, either to de- 


ftroy Mankind, or at. leaft.to make them Slaves to his King- 


dom.. | 


(5) 
dom. Alexander who was moft certainly the moft Am- 
bitious Prince in the World, could not be near fo fond of 
bringing the World under his SubjeCtion, as this Prince: of 
- Darknefls is: Thofe that he cannot make his Vaflals, he 
would foon extirpate and exterminate out of the Bounds 
of his affected Empire: And on the other fide, the 
obftruction is ot frem our. felves; we ate, too weak 
to deal with him; he was too hard for Adam in his Inno- 
cence, and therefore muft needs be too: hard for us in. our 
- corrupted Eftate. And if it be faid, there was but, one to 
one, we are many toone, or at leaft to few; we deceive our 
felves herein, for they are Numerous: One Man was pofleffed 
with a Legion, in the Gofpel: But if, it were otherwile, yet 
the Agility and nifftelenefs of” thofe impure Spirits is great, . 
and their difpatches {peedy ; they are Itineraris & C ircumfer a- 
nei, walking to-and fro through the. World... 

7; It remains therefore, that ‘the power and malice of this 
great Enemy is checkéd and controlled, and /imited by a high- 
er Power ; it is Reguum fub graviort Regno : And he that hath 
fhut up the Sea in Bars and. Doors, and) faid, Hitherto {balt 
thou tome, and na further, and here foall thy. proud Waves fray, 
hath likewife limited and confined this proud, and malict- 
ous, and powerful Adverfary within “his~Sphear, and Limit, 
and chained up this unruly and ravenous Woolf, fo. that. he. 
cannot go one Link beyond his prefixed Bounds. 

8. -Thefe Bounds or limits of the Power and Altivity of 
this Adverfary are many : we may reduce them into thele 
four, viz. 1. The Law of their Subjection. 2. Providen-- 
tial Difpenfation.° 3. Minifterial. Refiftance.. 4.. Natural 
Impediments.. | 

I. The firftreftraint: is the Lamof’ their Subjedtion : for tho 
thofe impure Spirits are. like Rebels and Malefactors againi{t 
their Lord; and have an habitual Oppofition: againit. him, . 
yet they are. under his Dominion ;. tho they hate to Obey him, 
they dare not:difobey him; tho they have not the love. of the 
Law of their Being, yet they are-under the Coherfion and 
fear of that Law. Juft as there. be.among Men many vile 
People 
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: People that yet dare not att their Villany for fear of Punifh- 


ment; and if they do, they do it by ftealth and fecretly : So 
doubtlefs thofe Evil Angels are under. a fear/of Offending, 
and do {mart for it. Government is the Ordinance ‘of; God, 
as wellin the Invifible as the Vifible World: And this feems 
plain to me by that Petition of the evil Spirits to our Savionr,; 
that they might not be fent to the:place.of Torment, even 
before their laft and -final Judgment. ‘Thete'are certain 
Torments for their Extravagancies, inflicted by> an Invifible 
Oeconomy, which they fear and dread as» much as Male- 
factors do the Whip and the Pillory.. And upon this account 
ue: it was, that Satan, tho he had naturally power to 
ave afflicted Fob, durftnot attempt it without: leave :and 
permiflion from God. | _ ee 
IL, Providential Difpenfatiow: And this is the-fame over 
Men and Devils: It naturally lies in the Power of one: Man 
to Kill or Hurt another ; yet that fame Superintendency of 
Divine Providence, without which a Sparrow falls not: the — 
Ground,prevents one Man from doing all the mifchief to-ano- 
ther that. naturally lies in his Power ; and the fame preven- 
tion and Providential interpofition, hinders the aGuvity. of 
the Evil One from doing all that Mifchief he naturally can 
among the Children Men. And this was that Hedge and 
Fence that God had made about ‘fod, and all he had; and 
till that were removed, the attempts of Sataz were vain and 
idle to have broken inuponhim. © > . 
Il. Minifterial Impediments, and thefe are of two kinds. 
1. Such Impediments as concern the Soul only, and theim- 
mediate Agency there. Sataz he difturbs, and provokes, and 
perfwades and tempts to Evil, but the Divine Gracie Admini- 
cula counter-perfwade. The Son of God came into the World 
to'deftroy the Works of the Devil, and there is a perpetual 
conteft between thefe two, for the Principality and Domi 
nion over the Children of Men ; on the one fide, the Devil 
and his Angels they Fight by their Method, and ‘lemptati- 
ons, and Allurements, and Infinuations, to win over the 
Children of Men to the Kingdom of Darknels: On the vce 
| ide 
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(897) 
fide Michael and his Angels, the Angels of the Covenant, 
and the fecret and powerful Agencies of his Grace and. 
affiftance, take all opportunities to reduce. Men to the Obe- 
dience of God, to their Duty to him, confirms them in it, 
deteéts and difcovers, and convinceth the Tempter, and 
upholds the Spirits of Men againft him : He will convince 
the World of Judgment by judging the Prince of this World, 
that is, by dete€ting his Sophiltry, his Falfity, and the ill 
confequences thereof. 

>. Such-as concern the inward Man and. the outward 
Man’ alfo, the Miniftration of the Good Angels, who are as 
diligent to counter-work the Evil Angels in their Mifchiets, 
as they can be fedulous to inflict them; they are. Miniftring 
Spirits; When the Devil was ufing a flight to gain the Body 
of Mo/es to makg.an Idol of him, Michael refifted him. 
The Evil Angels are full of Power and full of Malice again{t 
the Childreniof Men; and on the other fide, the good Angels 
are novwhit/inferior to them in Power, and are Benevolent - 
and) Loving to the Children of Men, and do/many and ma- 
ny times when we know it not, prevent us from many. mif- 
chiefs that thefe malevolent Regiments of Hell.would inflict 
upon our Bodiesiand our Souls, And doubtlefs, as. we fee 
in the vifible. Adminiftration of the World; or of any. one 
Kingdom thereof, there is. continual, Diligence on one fide by 
{editious turbulent minded Men to break: the Peace of a 
Kingdom or City, or place, which is with much diligence, 
watchfulnefs,. and ‘vigilancy, attended and prevented by. wile 
and good Men ; fo there is no lefs care and vigilancy,,,and 
counterworking.by the Pure and Good Angels, againft the 
mifchievous defigns of thefe evil Spirits againft the Children: 
of Men. | sth 

TV. Natural Impediments to the working of that Evil’ Spi- 
rit. 

1. In reference to the Soul and inward Man. God hath 

fortified the Will of Man with the priviledge of Liberty ; 
tho thofe Evil Angels may follicit, perfwade and tempt, yet. 


Almighty God hath placed this Bar in his way, v=. The 
| freedom. 
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freedom .of the Will, that all the Devils in Hell cannot take 
from him: It is an impregnable Fort, that can only ibe 
taken by Dedition, but never by Storm or Affault.. And this 
is partly the reafon of that Text, Refit the Devil and he will 
fie from you. He knows that where there is Refiftance of 
the ‘Will, there’ is no entrance for him, and gives ever the 
Affault. | Bee : 

2. In reference to the Body or outwatd Man. He cannot 
ordinarily exercife any Violence upon the outward Man,:-but 
by the Mediation of things Corporeal, and moft ordinarily by 
the mediation of Mankind: He cannot kill a Man but: by the 
Sword of a Man-flayer ; nor rob or plunder,. but by a Caldean 
or Sabean; nor infect the Body, but by the means ofa Witch: 
And all this God’ hath moft wifely ordered inthis manner, 
that tho the Impure. Spirit it felf be ou of the reach or 
regiment of Human Juftice or Government ; yet the Inftru- 
ment, without which he cannot ordinarily;work, is within 
the reach of Human Juftice and’ Government : whereby the 
wife and good God hath confequently. ‘as it were, reduced 
him, viz. in his Inftruments, without which he cannot a@, 
under the very Power of Human Laws and Government. JI 
fay, ordinarily he cannot a&t any external. mifchief upon 
Man, but by fuch Means and Inftruments as are. under the 
coherfion of Human Laws. I fay, Ordizarily;for when. this 
Tre Divine fatelles is Commiffioned from the God of Heaven; 
he may a@t immediately from himfelf, according to the tenor 
or extent of his Commuffion ; but Ordinarily and Naturally. he 
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Doétor Pordage his Relation of the wonderfull Appari~ 
_. tions, Viftons, and unufual things which were feen 
in his Family, in the Year, 1649. 


Oétor “fohn Pordage Retor of Bradfield in the County 

of Berks, being the Eighteenth of September 1654, 
Charged with certain Articles. then and afterward exhibited 
to the Commiiflioners: for ejecting of Scandalous Minifters; a- 
mongft other! things, for entertaining. at his Houfe one 
Everard a reputed Conjurer; and that he had frequent:and 
familiar Converfe with Angels; and: concerning the Vifion 
of a Dragon, and Apparitions of Spirits, cc. As to the En- 
tertainment of: Everard, he anfwered and confetled, that 
about four Years before, he -was:received into his Houfe. for 
about three Weeks and no longer, but not as:a- Conjurer, 
but°as a workman at Harvelft ; and that he never heard the 
_leaft intimation that he was-ever fufpetted to be a Conjurer, 
till after his Departure, but afterward was ftrongly. enclined 
to believe that he was:...And concerning ‘the. Vifion of a 
Dragon, ‘and Apparition of Spirits, I wid mot confe/s, faitlhe, 
any. Apparition in particular, till they be proved, left I fhould 
feem to accufe my felf, they being brought in asia Crime 
againit: me, and as: Inftruments to Condemn me:/Yet, in 
general I:acknowledge,: that: fome four Years: fince, there 
were many-{trange and wonderful Apparitions ‘in my Houle : 
But, what can thefe in Juftice amount to, tho attefted by 
Oath, and confefled.particularly by my felf, when brought 
before thofe who profefs. themfelves Chriftians, and are ac- 
quainted ‘with: the Hiftoryof the; Holy. Scriptures? Pray, 
_ was not ‘Fobva pious, fincere, and eminently Righteous Man? 
Yet; how was he icared with Dreams,. and terrified with 
Vifions, Fob 7.14. Did not Zachariah the Prophet, Chap. 3. 
{ce Satay ftanding at the right hand of; Fofva to refift. him ? 

: } B Did 


SEC apie DERN HIN OED NO REM 
% 


"7 RP Rs ID LRN PTAA SESS 


2d AN SR CREE EM ENCE ATHLETE SEER TI TIRES OG Oa gg ior ine ~ aaa? 


i 
* Y 
‘ 
1 ‘ 
i J 
. 
? 
; 
> 
y wu ee 
ge Sy 
pl 
f i 
| ae aa 
£ 
t 
4 
pes 
: 
of? 
i ft 
t 
fd */ 
: 2 
; 
5 ¢ 
z 
3 
t 
4 
: 
e 
‘ 
. 
t fey 
- 
. 
- 
; 
; ? 
z o 
¥ 
> * 
5 er 
t 
‘ 
t 
eet 
e 
te. 290) 
bagiar 
baal gd 
Pe . 
cee” Fe 
Ae ke 
ee 
a 
ee 
2 ‘ 
ta > oe 
Pe 
Bese eh 
oe 
* 
be 
vt 
re ee 
Spee snes 
Sb ie 4 
v » 
os 
o 2# 
po tist 
“ee? 
ty # 
ao ae , 
e228. ‘ 


¥, 3, . err } = 


oi tae a gp a Sete Lah 
C89) 

Did not John ( Rev. 12.) in a Vifion behold a great red 
Dragon that made War with Michael and the Holy Angels? 
And was not Chrift himfelf tempted of the Devil, by Voice 
and Vifion? Matt. 4. 6,8. Now, the Servant ts not greater 
than his Lord, Jo. 15. 20. and therefore not exempted from 
the like attempts of the Devil. I befeech you confider, whe- 
ther this Earth be not the Place where the. Devil walks up 
and down feeking whom he may Devour? How then can 
Bradfield, or any other Place, be exempted from his Appear- 
ing when God permits? And may not all this be for the 
manifefting of his Glory, Goodnefs and Power? And who 
ean tell whofe Family may be next, expofed by God's per- 
miffion, to be tryed and. proved by the Reprefentation of 
Satan? And I defire you ferioufly: to: confider how, any fuch 
Apparitions raifed by the Devil, and permitted by God. for 
his own Glory; argue me either Ignorant, Scandalous, or 
{nfufficient : Surely it rather argues. that he hath bleft-me 
with a ftrong Faith, in that he permitted fuch great Tryals, 
and: made me inftrumental to: overcome them by Prayer 
and FPafting. If it can be proved I ever fo muchas looked 
toward the unlawful Art of Black Magick, or that any Evil 
Spirits. were raifed up by any compact of mine, explicit,or im- 


a 


plicit ; or that thofe Evil Apparitions were fubdued.and over- 


come by any other means than by God’s Bleffing upon our 
Fafting and Prayer, I fhall judge my felf worthy of Punifh- 
ment. But otherwife, it is hard meafure to be Profecuted 
for the Malice of the Devil toward me, inflicting what L was 
Paflive in, and could not help, efpecially. by thofe who pro- 
fels the Chriftian Religion, and know that the God of Hea- 
ven ruleth over all, permitting anddifpofing whatever comes. 
to _pafs.. Dis, 


This is the fum of what I meet with inhis.anfwer to the 
Commiffionérs Concerning this part of his Charge: But in 
an Apology afterward, he inferted a particular Relation con- 
cerning the Vifions and Apparitions therein alledged againft. 
him,, as here followeth in his.own. words. : 


(a1) 


Do judge that God. doth call me forth to make a free and 

open Difcovery of thofe, Wonderful Apparisions , V: ifions 
and unufual things, which. fomewhat, above fous Years fince 
were feen and permitted by the Lord to be. 2m my Family. And 
if all that read this, can but receiveand judgeoof it by that 
Rule and Principle from which [write it, they will be fo 
far from judging me, as that they cannot, but blefs God 
for his Favour.and Mercy to me;.and the more admire his 
wonderful Works and the greatnefs of his Power. 

What I intend here to declare, I fhall difpatch in thefe 
three Particulars. 1. In relating what I have acknowledged 
to many Perfons I have. Difcourfed, with.. .2. Many confide- 
table things, which I have never, Difcourfed but to fome 
Friends. 3: The good effect of this upon my felf and others 
of my Family. . | : 

1. Lconfels, That in, Agu 1649. there appeared in my 
Bedchamber about the middle of the Night,.4 Spirzt i the 
fhape of Everard, with, his wearing Apparel, Band, Cuffs, 
Hat, ec. Who after the fudden drawing of the Bed-Curtain, 
feemed to walk oncethrough the Chamber.very eafily, and 
fo Difappeared.. | i 

Thativery Night.there was..another Appearance. of .one 
_ in the form of a Gya#t, with’a great~Sword in his, Hand 
without a Scabbard, which he feemed to flourifh againft me, 
py sia the figurative fimilitude of a green Tree lying by 
nts 9 

After. this:had»continued for,thejfpace of halfan Hour, it 
Vanifhed ; and there fucceeded a third Appearance, which 
was very Terrible; being in the fhape of 2 great Dragon, 
which feemed to take-up, moft part.of a large Room, ap- 
pearing, with. ‘great.Teeth,,and, open Jaws, whence. he 
often ejected. Fire againft.me,, which. came with fuch a 
Magical: Influence; that;it almoft, ftruck the. Breath out of 
my Body, making me fall to the Ground, | 

Now; you mutt know, that thefe three were dreadful 
Apparitions, and very terrible to the fenfitive Nature, and 

B'2 might 
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might have cauféd a great Diftemper in it, had I not been 
fupported in an extraordinary way by the Muiniftration- of 
the Holy Angels againft the evil effects of thofe extraordi- 
nary unufual Apparitions, the laft of which continued till 
the day began to dawn, and then Difappeared. 

2. In the Second place I fhall proceed to declare thofe 
extraordinary things which few have been yet acquainted 
with, which yet were then feen and experimented amongft 
us. I fay then there weretwo Invifible, Internal Principles 
opened and difcovered to us, Which may be called’ Mundi Ide- 
ales, being two Spiritual Worlds, extending and penetrating 
throughout this whole vifible Creation, ia which-many par- 
ticular things were difcerned fuitable to the Nature of thofé 
Worlds. Now, ‘thofe two Principles or Worlds, feemed 
very much different one from another, as having contrary 
Qualities and Operations, by which they work upon this vifible 
Creation, which we fee diftinguifhed and differenced into 
variety of Creatures, fome Poyfonful and Noxious, others 
Wholfom and ~Harmlefs,accordin gto the. difference and 
contrariety of things in the Internal World, upon which the 
Pxternal doth in fome meafure depend, as {tanding in.them, 
or rather proceeding from them... Now, thefe-could.not have 
been fen, had not that inward. Spiritual Eye, which hath 
been locked up ‘and fhut by the Fall, been’ opened in an ex- 
traordinary way in us. Befides, we had our other Interzal 
Spiritual. Faculties of Spiritual fenfation opened. to difcern 
their various Objects within thofe Worlds: Which Objects 
by: reafon of their Qualities, may be: differenced. into: Good | 
and Evil. | bcs cia , 

But I fhall here firft prefent the Obje€ts of that Internal 
World, which may be called Mundus Tenebro/ws, or the Dark 
World. Which Objects’ by our correfpondent inward Fa- 


culties or Senfés were then difcerned and made known tous. 


Firft then; as to the ObjeGts of ‘the internal Sight, when 
this Principle or World was Opened, we beheld innumera- 
ble multitudes of Eyil Spirits, or Angels, prefenting. them- 
delves in appearing DiftinCtions of Order and. Dignity, as 

= Powers,, 


( 13 ) 
Powers, Principalities, Dignities. My my meaning ts, there 
feemed to be Inferiority and Superiority ; Governors and 
Governed; the Princes of this dark World-and their Subjects, 
which prefented themfelves as pafling before our Eyes zz 
State and Pomp; all the mighty ones appearing to be drawn 
in dark Airy Clouds, Chariots with. fix, or at leaft four 
Beafts ‘to every one; befides, every figured fimilitude of a 
Coach,»was ‘attended with many éa#ferior Spirits, as Ser- 


vants to the Princes. But concerning the Shapes and Figures . 


of thie: Spirits,you muft know they were very Monttrous, Fer- 
rible, and Affrighting unto-the outward Man. ‘Thofe that 
drew. the.cloudy Coaches appearing in the fhapes of Lions, 
Dragons; Elephants, Tygers, Bears, and fuch like .'Ter- 
rible Beafts.. -Befides, tithe Princes and’ thofe that.attended 


them, tho all.in the fhapes of Men, yet reprefented them- - 


delves monftroufly mifhapen,. as-with Ears like thofe of Cats, 
cloven Feet, ugly.Legs and Bodies, Eyes. fiery, {harp and 


piercing,::;:Now, befides:thefe: Appearances within, the Spi- - 


rits made fome wonderful Imprefffons upon vifible..Bodies with 


ont, as Figures of Men and Beaf{ts upon the:Glafs.Windows . 


and the €ealings. of the:Houfe, fome of which yet remain. 


But what was moftvremarkable:was the whole vilible World . 
teprefented by the Spirits upon the Bricks of a Chimney, in - 


the form of two::half Globes, as in.the Maps.  After-which, 


upon other Bricks of the fame Chimney, was: Figured-a . 


Coach. and four Horfes, with Perfons in it, and a Footman 
attending, all féeming to be-in Motion, with many other 
fuch Images;:.which :were wonderful exactly done. |'Now, 
fearing left there: might: be any Danger in: thefe Images, 


through unknown: €onjuration and falfe Magick, we en- - 
deavoured: to wafh them :outwith wet Cloaths,.but.could : 
not, finding them Ingravensin the fubftance of the Bricks, . 
which indeed might have contiued till this day, had not . 


our fear and fiifpicion of Watch-craft, and fome evil defign 


of the Devil againft us in it, caufed us to deface and oblite- .- 
terate them with Hammers. Now, whatthe Dewil’s End in. 
the former Apparitions, and.thofe figurative. Reprefentations - 
WaS,~, 
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was, the Lord knows: But it was certainly Evil; Even as 


it was was againft Chrifl, when he fhewed him (in Vifion) 
the Kingdoms and Glory of the World; to. make him faf] 


downand Worthip him. But God’s end ‘in permitting it 
“was very good, even to bring. us nearer to himfelf, in a 


fironger dependance upon his Eternal Power, and to make 
us more watchful again{t the Subtilty:and Power of Satan, 
as you will fee afterwards, when I cometofpeak of the Bfeats 
of thofe things in reference to our Selves. But to fhut wp 


this Relation of the Objects we faw in this Dark World, I 


muft add this, that were but the Eyes of Men opened to {ée 


the Kingdom of the Dragonin this World, with the multitudes 


of Evil Angels, which are every where tempting. and en- 
fnaring Men, they would be amufed, and not dare to be by 


themfelves without good Contciences, and a great affurance 
of the love and favour of God, in protecting them by the 


Miniftration of the holy Angels. ficen i 
2. Asto the Objects of the outward Swell, P muft let you 
know,that within the three Weeks {pace in which thefe Won- 


ders appeared, at feveral times the Evil Spirits and Angels 
did raife up fuch noyfom poyfonous Smells, that both the in- 


ward and outward part: of thofe: that were: exercifed with 


them, became much difturbed and) offended : For’ through 
the fympathy betwixt the Body and the Soul, the fulphurous 


hellifh Smells much: exercifed both by Magical Tin@ura- 
tion. 
3. In'reference to the Objects of Taf, You muft know, 


‘that fometimes both in the day and night, we were exer~ 


cifed with the loathfom hellifh tafts of Sulphur, Brimftone, 
Soot and Salt mingled together. Which were fo loathfom 
to our Natures, as that they were ready to caufe great. Dj- 
ftempers and Naufeoufnefs in our Bodies; but the Invifible 
Power of Fehovahi{upported us beyond our own Strength. 

4. Inrelation to our inward and outward Touch, weiwere 


much exercifed both in Body and Soul. As to our Souls, 


we fometimes felt fuch ftrange Magical Wounds and Prick- 
ings by the fiery Darts of the Devil, that none can exprefs, 


. a 
> 
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but thofe that have been exercifed in fome meafure, as Fob 


was, who felt the Poyfon of thofe invenomed Arrows, which 


came upon him by the permiffion of the Almighty; which — 


like the Scorpions.in. the Revelations, fting and pierce thofe 
they touch. As to our Bodies, we found material Impreffi- 
ons from the. Powers of Darknefs, very noxious in them- 


felves to our natural Spirits and: Life, but cheerfully born. 


by Invifible fupport, and quiet. fubmifflion unto the Will of 
God. : 

But to conclude: By thefe wonderful and {trange. Exer- 
cifes, we could not but have {trong apprehenfions and lively 
refemblances of| the-Torments and Miferies of Hell, where 
Sulphur, Fire, Brimftone, poyfonous Smells, Darknefs, mon- 
ftrous horrid Shapes; and Sights: are the entertainment. of the 
imprifoned Spirits. —_ 


But, now Icome to the other Internal World, which we: 
may term Mundus Luminofus, or the Light World, which: 


with its various Objects was then likewife opened. to. the. in- 
ward Senfes.. | fold 9 : 
Firft then I {hall here {et forth the Objects. of the inward. 
Eye, which were then feen by us... There appeared. then 
to our inward Sight, multitudes, almoft innumerable, of- 
pare Angelical Spirits, in figurative Bodies, which were clear. 


asthe. Morning-Star,;: and tran{parent. as Chriftal:,. Thefe:- 


were Mahanaim, or the Lord’s Hoft, appearing all in manly 


Forms, fending forth a TinGure like the {wift. Rays of the: 
hot Beams of the Sun, which we powerfully. felt to. the re-- 


frefhing of our Souls, and enlivening of our Bodies... 

“Now,' beholding the multiplicity, variety and beauty 
of thefe. Spirits, with the various Objects and Wonders of. 
this World, Cloathedin the pureft. Tin@ure of Light.and: 
Colour, we could not. bur blefs the God-of Heaven, who. by 
the Eyes of Wifdom and Hand of Power, brought forth fuch: 
Glorious Creatures, and now fhewed them in their- feveral. 
Beauties tous in.a time.of. Tryal and Temptation... 


Secondly. 
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Secondly, In relation to our inward fenfe of Hearing, there 


~were many mufical Sounds and Voices, like thote which Fohn 
“heard upon Mount Zfor, then heard’ by us; the fweetnefs, 
‘harmony and pleafantnefs: of which ‘cannot be exprefled, nor 
“that Spiritual Joy and Delight: which by them was infufed 


into our Souls, uttered by the Tongue, being ready to ravifh 


_our Spirits into the higheft Praifes of the Eternal fehovah. 


Thirdly. In relation to the Faculty of Smellzng,the Tongue 
can hardly exprefs thofe Odowrs of Paradife and heavenly 
Perfumes which then were {melt, piercing into the very Spi- 
rit with a cherifhing Tin@ture; befides'that quickning Vir- 


tue, which by them was communicated and infinuated into 
‘the Spirits of our outward Bodies, which like a Cordial, had 


been able to have renewed the ftrength of our lJanguifhing 
Nature. 

Fourthly. Our Senfe or Faculty of Tafing was very plea- 
fantly entertained with thofe invifible Dews, which were 
fweeter than Hony,- or the Hony-comb, and therefore deferve 


to be called the Dews of Heaven; with which inftead of 


Food, we were many times wonderfully Refrefhed. ~ 
Fifthly. In°rélation to the Senfe of fpiritual Contaition, 
that was‘alfo delighted with its heavenly Objetts :: For none 
can-utter that pleafing Impreffion, which the burning “Tin- 
Gture of this Light World ‘afforded us, coming like a hot 
Cordial into the centre of our Spirit, being fenfibly felt in the 
inward Parts, fo as to caufeé much joy and heavenly Plea- 
fare, which penetrated through our Souls, giving us.occafion 
to blefs, praife and magnifie the Lord... | ume 
Thus-‘for the {pace of three Weeks or_a Month were we 
exercifed inwardly. and outwardly, through that great 
Confli& which was betwixt thofe two Worlds and their 
Inhabitants: The Dark World fometimes afflicting’ ys. with 
dreadful Shapes, abominable Smells, loathfom Tatts, ‘wath 
other Operations of the Evil Angels: The Light World at 
other times opening and relieving us-with odoriferous Per- 
fumes, moft fweet Dews, glorious Vifions, and Angelical 
Harmony, which the Lord favoured us with, to fhew his 
| extraor- 


a 


POM Ge a 2) 
extraordinary Love in thus Succouring us in extraordinary 
Exercifesand Tryals.. - re | Bee og 

Thus ‘much for thofe two internal Worlds,fpread through. 
our the vifible World; in which the Evil and good Angels 
aré more immediately than in this vifible Air, to which 
they cannot be commenfurate by reafon of their {piritual 
Natures, each of them abiding in their diftin@ Principle, the 
the one fort being in Joy, the other being in Torment, the 
one in Light, the other in Darknefs, according to the Scrip- 
ture. . 

Befides thefe two Worlds, we had an opening of the 
Eternal World, called in Scripture the World to come, (or 
nevivay Thy werrvoay, Fleb. 2. 5,) from the futurity of its full and 
clear manifeftation, and a precurfory entrance into thé mof- 


Holy Place, by a Divine Tranfportation into the Glory of - 


the Majefty,agreeable to that of St. john, 17. 24. Father Twill 
that they allo whom thou haft given me,be with me where I am,that 
they may behold my Glory which thon haft. given me, Gc. Here 
were feen, heard and felt’ unutterable Mytfteries of that 
Kingdom, which are not yet to be divulged, in regard of 
the Pride, Ignorance, Prejudice and Envy of many in the 
World, being referved for thofe humble gtacious Spirits, 
which are waiting in Silence for the fecond coming of the 


Son-of Man. | aiibe | 

But, now it is time to come to the rhird Particular, which 
was the effects and Impreffions left upon Our Spirits by thefe 
wonderful Exercifes and Manifeftations. 

After this, we began more Clearly to fee that Strait and 
Narrow Way which leads to Life Eternal, which we call the 
Virgin Life, or the Life of Purity and RighteoufhelS in its 
Perfection, being the Life-of fixed Love : In any thing fhort of 
which,the perfection of Virgin Life cannot confift. So that 
meerly toabftain from the conctpifcible luftingsofVexus under 
the Spirit‘of this great World, is but the Life of outward 
Chaftity, and but a particular Branchof the other. ¢ For the 
“Virgin Life is not attained till the Will of ‘the Soul is 
“brought through Death to be fo Paffive, as to will, defire 

. C 
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(18) is 


‘and a& nothing but. what the effential Eflence of Love 
‘wills, moves and aéts through it: For till then the Soul 


* cannot be a pure Virgin, nor live without all Defire and 


<Tmagination ; which mutt all ceafe before the pure Life of 
‘God can come to be all in all. 

This Life of Virginity was placed fore-right as to the in- 
ward Eye of the Mind, being that mark of Perfecution, at 
which we are to aim in our prefling toward the Refurrecti- 
on of the Dead. Tothis Wildom, that Eternal Virgin (Prov. 
8.20, 23.) asa Leading-Star invited us, calling to follow 
her in the way of Circumcifion, Refignation and. the Crofs, 
in the way of total Self-denial, and forfaking of all for her 
fake, inthe way of Annihilation and conformity, to. Chrift’s 
Death, by which we faw undoubtedly we fhould come to. 
Chrif’s Refurreétion, Afcention, Glorification, and Fixation 
in the love of the Holy Ghoft, the third and laft Difpenfa- 
tion. 

Here we clearly faw.the danger of looking back to the 
External World, and of putting out our Imagination into 
the Inward World, or the Kingdom of the Dragon; or 
of refting in the openings and delights of the Inward Light 
World. For by turning back into the delights. of the Sens 
fes, we {aw the Soul would become Baftial ; by turning to 
the left Hand and imagining into the Kingdom of the Dragon, 
in awakening the fire of Wrath and Subtilty, devilifhly and 
dangeroufly Wicked; by turning to the right Hand in ima- 
gining into, and taking too much complacency in the Vii- 
ons, Illuminations, Tinctures and Enthufiafms of the. Light 
World, we faw the Soul, might become elevated into. feli- 
conceit, and tin@tured, with Pride, and. be in danger of neg- 
leCting the Death of the Crofs, which ts the only fafe Pat 
into eternal Reft and Fixation, Beas 

Here then we were fhewed, that the way which leads 
up to the Virgin Eflence the New Jerafalem, was ftrait, and 
narrow, as upon the Breadth of an Hair, fo that_we were to 
turn no way either on the right or left Hands ,- but 
ftand without Lufts, with our Eyes fixed upon the iy: of 
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(19) 
Love, prefling forwards after Fixation inthe Eternal Houf of 
God, there to become ‘immoveable ‘'Pillats, no more to go 
- out): but there always-tobear the Nameof God, aid the 
Namie ‘of the City of God, which is Mew Sorufalem. | 
‘And now’ ‘fot the fpace of this four Years, ever finve the 
time of thefe' preat Manifeftations, “wé,'by the Grace of-God, 
have enjoyed -the exercifes of out Spiritual Senfes, which ne: 
ver fince have been fhut, neither ever will be, except through 
voluntary ‘Tranfgreffion and Difobedience, we Apoftatize 
and run back into the Earthly Nature, or turn afide to cen- 
ter in fomething fhort of the pure Life of Virginity, which 
calls us from the External, through the Internal, into the 
Eternal World; which is that Kindom prepared for us from 
the beginning of the World. : 

But Thirdly, after this extraordinary time of Grace and 
Mercy to us, we enjoyed not only a clear leading convicting 
Light upon our Underftandings, but likewife received from 
the Lord a ftamp and ftrong impreffion of Power,moving our 
Wills to follow this Light through the Death of all things, 
fo come up into the perfect Life and Image of God, that fo 
we might be transformed into that Righteous Nature, which 
we fo clearly behold through Divine Light. Hence we came 
to live in a greater abftraction from our Senfitive Nature, 
in a conftant watchful praCtice of the Grofs, in reference to 
all external and internal Obje€ts, which might by entertain- 
ing our Affections, hinder our progrefs to God. Hence alfo 
we came to live a more devoted, ftritt, dedicated Life, {e- 
queftring- our felves from the World and worldly things, 
giving our felves almoft continually to Prayer, Fafting and 
Waiting upon God, in dying daily to all felf-Ownments, Re 
Jations and Proprieties\in which moft are intangled, to the 
great prejudice of their Spirits. And in this way we have 
ever fince continued, endeavouring to be wholly conformable 
to the Death of Chrift; in renouncing our own Lives and 
proper Wills, as oppofite to the Life and Will of God, expe- 
rimenting thofe profound Myfteries of the Crofs of Chrift, 
which are hidden to mott a the World. But what Joy, 
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Life, Power, divine Pleafure, and Heavenly Communion, 
the Lord hath bleffled us with in this. our dying refigning 
Progref,. 1 fhall wrap up in Silence, together with thofe blei- 
fd Secrets of the Kingdom, which in thele few laft Years 
paft we have been acquainted with, to the comfort_of our 
Spirits in this fad time, when we are judged and condemned 
of the World, in the participations of Chrift’s Sulferings. 
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The Difcovery of Thirty and Two young Gitls in 
the Cloifter:of Madam Bourignon at Lifle, found 
to be Witches. Related by her felf and the Con- 
‘unuator of her Life. . 

A Nthoinette Bourignon was Born at Lifle iw Flanders 13 

P\ January, 1616... Her firft appearance inthe Worla was 
not without fome Deformity, her Forehead being grown all over 
with black Hairs, her upper Lip drawn up to her Nofe, and her 


Mouth gaping wide open: But the hairs of her Fore-head after 


ward fell off of themfelves, and her Lip was reftored to its proper 


Pofture by the help of a Chirurgeon, and {he grew more and more 


Comely , yet her Mother had never any great Affection to her, but 
loved her leaft of all her Children, but her Father loved her 


beft of all, poffibly the better for being of his own Complexion, 
he being Se Italian, whereas all the reft who were Fair, poffibly : 
took after their Mother, who was of the Country of Lifle.. She » 


was it feems from her Child-hood to be conformable: to her 
Saviour in Sufferings: And her firft Perfecutions were by her own 
Kindred and neareft. Relations, even her Mother and her Sifter, 


whith had this happy effect upon her, that {be became very ‘Retired. 
and Serious in her.tender._Age. And {he then received fuch ftrong 
impreffions and attratitons by the Grace of God, as foon as fhe: 
had the: ufe of Reafon, that ber Thoughts and Difcourfes were: 
fuch as feemed not:to come from a Child, but from one of welt. 


grown in Years. She always thought {he fbould be in fome other 


Place, and Tied where was the Country where Chriftians In-- 
Te 


habit, expref[ed a defire to go thither. And ‘when fhe was told 
e was then in a Country of Christians, (be could not believe tr, 


becaufe Jefus Chrift. was born in a Stable, and lived in Poverty ;. 
but the People there had feately Houfes, rich Furniture and- 


plenty of Mony, Gc. But fuch Difcourfe would not down. there, 


but was turw’d into Ridicule, fo that [be was confirained. to keep: 


filence and fay. no more of it. When {he grew up,, [oe would wot 


Marry, but had a.mind to enter into. Religion, or become. a Nun: 
nine 1 PSE EEON » . pratt 
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( 22) 
among the Carmelites, where [he hoped to find [uch true Chrifti- 
aus as fhe defired; but therein foon found her felf miftaken; and 
thereupon betook ber felf to a Solitary and Retired Life, with 
great Aufterttics, exercifing various acts of Charity as foe fam 
octafion. 

ee the Deceafe of her Father tn April 1648, her Mother, 
Brother, and all her Sisters being Dead before, having recover- 
ed what belong’d to her from her Mother-in-Law, fhe at first 
intended to have gotten together a Soczety of Rekgious Virgins : 
But one day as {he was walking there met her a Stranger, whom 
fhe did not remember to have ever feen before, and told her, that 
what fhe purpofed, be could not effect, nor would it be to any ood 
purpofe,for there were Nunneries enough ; but there were &reat store 
of poor Children every where, who wanted good Education: and 
there could be no-better Work thought on, than to take Jome of 
them, and Educate them from their Childhood in Religion and 
Virtue, and {uch Employments as might enable them to get a 
comfortable livelyhood. This Man went by the name of Jean de 
St. Saulicu, azd proved at last. a very Wicked Man: Burin the 
wean time prevailed with her to undertake this Work: and the 
rather becaufe one Jean Stappart a Merchant, had already de- 
figned.a Houfe at Lille, with near sol. peran. for that. very 
purpofe, and had already taken in about 2 Dozer poor Girls. With 
him fhe contrattedin the Lear,16 53, and had chezr Agreénent fet- 
tled by Publick Notaries : And in November that Year, lhe made 
her Entrance into the Houfe, and feon had the number of her Girls 
encreafed to about 50. She kept them at first only 43. in an Flof- 
pital or School , but finding fome inconveniencies in that way, . 
shought fit to be reclufe; and i” November 1658, by perimiffion 
of the Bifhop, turn a it tnto 4 Cloyster, where foe kept her Girls 
under strict Difcipline, and to very good Orders, both as to their 
Work apd as to mattersof Religion: But after fhehadpaffed about 
Seven years in thefé pious Exercifes, three Years after foe was 
Cloystered up, no lefs than Two and thirty of thefe young Girls 
were difcovered to be Witches. Of which, and of divers remark- 
able Particulars thereunto appertaining, the three folowing Rela- 
sions furnilh as with a confiderable History. : 
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The Fixkt Relation, Zranflated out of her T raft, Enti- 
tuled, La Parole de Dieu, 


11}. Agen my being Encloiftered, I had more leifuire 
and convenience to attend daily the InftruCtion. of 
the Children. . I'difcovered more of their Wickednefs, and 
prefled them the more to good Living :. But: I perceived 
their Souls but little’ the better, unlefS Exteriorly. They 
were more Modeft and Obedient, keeping to the Rules of 
Prayers Enjoyned them. People that faw and heard them 
Pray and Sing, thought them little Angels: But I-was always 
of the mind that they were without the Grace of God; but 
yet [know not by what means. Some of them came: of 
themfeélves to Confeflion every Week, tho it was: cuftomary 
but onee'a Month. They willingly heard'‘good Lectures, 
Fafted the whole'Levr, though they were not obliged to: it. 
Made their Humiliations every: Friday, by telling their Faults 
in the Hall. » Underwent without regret all. the Penances 
which were enjoyned them. ‘Phere was nothing: of ill ob- 
ferved in their Comportment; but that fome of theny would 
not work willingly. - Others were enclinable to’ Lying and 
to Thieving, for which ‘they’ were- Corretted, and: man 
times with profit and amendment. I put all thofe out: of 
the Houfe who were not content with-a’Chriftian Life. The 
reft declared themfelves to be more contented thanthey were 
before: I would’no more take fo gredt-a Number again, 
well perceiving that there would ‘be lefs Confufion in it. IT 
Prayed to God to know. of hin’ whether he received Glory: 
by it. He anfwered' me, thielecare but Aamane Accomodati- 
OWS. . get 4 
x14. This I have very much experienced fince, feeing that 
neither the Children nor their Parents fought morethaa their 
Temporal Advantage; as poor People for the moft part 
are 
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(24 
are little follicitous for the Glory of God, or the Salvation 
of their Souls,fo that their Bodies are at Eafe. This often trou- 
bled me: But afterwards confidering that their Souls were 
Cultivated as well as their’ Bodies, I went on in my. upright 
Intention, to gain them to God.» My- Confeffor very much 
approved of this Exercife; but often asked me whether ] 
would not accomplifh my. firft Defigns. I anfwered, Yes, 
but that God: muft fhew me the Way and the Place appoint, 
ed, and. that his time was not yet come.. Many Perfons 
srew to havea kindnefs for the Houfe, and added divers 
foundations to it.. We had the Mals every day; a great 
concourfe of People came to us. Upon St. Axthony’s day 
we chad a Plenary Indulgence, and the three Paftors. cele- 
brated High Mafs, and other Divine Services withus. 

115. One day as I came into the School where, all the 
Children were at Work, I faw. a great number of /itt/e black 
Children with Wings fly about their Heads. 1 told them my 
Vifion, exhorting them to beware of the Devil, who moft 
certainly environed them, : 

116, After I had pafled about Seven Years in thefe pious 
Exercifes, it happened.one day that as ove of thefe Girls was 
to have been Corre&ted for fome fault, we {hat her up into a 
place cal'd the Prifon, About an Hour after fhe was there, fhe 
came out tho no Body opened her the Door. - And as all the 
other faw her come into the School, they changed their Coun- 
tenance and looked Pale. Returning, Pfaw it was fhe who 
had been Lock’d. up. She asked me Forgivenefs, promifing 
meto Amend. “Iasked her who it:was.who opened her the 
Door? She faid a Man. Itold her fhe was Mad; becaufe no 
Man came into the Cloifter, and bid her take her Work, 
She who had fhut her up, was then Abroad:.And when fhe 
returned and faw this Girl at-Work, fhe was amazed, and 


faid, Who'has operied the Door for her ? I carried the Key 


with me. I made her go to the Place where fhe had {hut 

her'up, where fhe found the two Doors Lock’d as fhe lett 

them when fhe went out. Itook the Child a part into my 

Chamberto Examin her.. Shedaid that a Man who 185 hee 
| rien 
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Friend, came.and opened the Door for her, and.fhe call’d him 
always in herneed. I was afraid that this muft be the De- 
vil. I fent the Paftors word that they fhould come and hear 
the. Matter, who having ftri@ly examined, her, told me, 
that there was great appearance that fhe was a Witch. I 
would not believe them. Neverthelefs I immediately turn’d 
her out of the Hoxfe, fearing that fome Evil Spirit had brought 
her thither, and that fhe might trouble the Houle. She was 


between Thirteen and, Fourteen years of Age. I now called 


to mind, that the whole Fury of Hell was to be armed a~ 
gainft me: Wherefore I pray’d that ftrength might be gi- 
ven me to Oppofeé and conquer them, 

117. About three Months after, ic happen’d that another 
Girl was to he fhut up, of about Fifteen Years Old. She 
faid, that the Devil made her to commit the Thievery ; 
and that he came to her by Night.I turn’d her out allo, 
thinking to purge the Honfe. But yet three Months after we 
difcover’d another who. was but Thirteen Years Old. She 
was to have been Whip’d: But faith fhe, Do not do it, and 
Ulltell you who it is that makes me do this Mifchief. Ta- 
king her afide into my Chamber, fhe told me that it was the 
Devil. I asked her whether, fhe knew the Devil or not? 
She faid ay, he is almoft always with me. I asked her what 
manner of Perfon he was? She faid he wasa handfom young 
Youth a little bigger than her felf; that he had marked her 
upon her Head ; and that fhe had given him her Soul, and 
had renounced God and her Baptifm. 1 forbid her to. tell 
this to any Body. However I fent for the Paftors being ve- 
ry-much troubled to think what this fhould be, believing 
it an Iltufion, or a Frenzy. 

118. When the Paftors had Examin’d her, they faid, that 
I ought not to put her away, for that there was a great 
Misfortune among ‘thefe Children, which was to be fearch- 
ed to the bottom; for that this Girl had declared to them, 
that there were two more among them fuch as her felf. They 
Examined thofe two, who-declared that they were fo, and 
that there were two more befides. We Examined on further, 
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( 26 ) 
and found that all the faid Girls were in Compaé with the 
Devil: For they related fuch particulars which they could not 
know unlefs they were true, OF elfe they muft have very much 
ftudied thefe Matters. Now they were in Number Thirty ana: 
two,and no more,who had all contracted this Mifchief before: 
they came into the Houfe, and had learn’d it fome. of their 
Relations, and fome of their Companions, and all in different: 
Places, different ‘Towns, Villages and Parifhes. 

119. I was in great perplexity, having never believed: that 
there was fuch Creatures. in the World, at leaft very rarely ;, 
and. that they had fomething peculiar outwardly to be ob- 
ferved about them; but that thefe Children performing all 
pious. Exercifes, 1 could not perfwade my {elf that they 
were fuch. But be itas it would, I asked the Paftors if there 
was no Remedy.They faid there was,fince that they had been. 
gained by the Devil before theit age of Reafon.. I told them. 
that we mutt {pare nothing, but ufeall poffible. Endeavours. 
The Chaplain,. Pattors, an the Capuchin Fathers, Exorci- 
fed them two Hours a day, each Man twicea Week. The 
Paftor of the Parifh. where the Houfe ftood,. which was. St. 
Seviour’s, came often to. interrogate them to difcover more 
and more the Truth, and to endeavour to reconcile them by. 
Gonfeffions and Penances-. : 

120. He wrote down their Examinations for his Memory. 
fake.. They formerly declared that they had. daily. carnal. 
Cohabitation with the Devil; that they went to the Sabbaths- 
or: Meetings, where they Eat, Drank, Danc’d, and commit-- 
ted other Whoredom and Senfualities. Every one had her. 
Devil in form of a Man; and the Men had their De- 
vils in the form of a Woman. And that there were fo great. 
a number of Perfons at chefe Noéturnal Affemblies, where. 
every Devil brought from ‘day to day their Love whether- 
Male or Female, that no Affemblies were. ever feen fo Nume-. 
rousin the City as, in thofe Sabbaths, where came People of: 
all Qualities snd Conditions, Young and Old, Rich and Poor,,. 
Noble and Ignoble, but efpecially all forts of Monks. and: 
Nuns, Priefts and Prelates ; and that every one took his plo 
as they doin the. World s. that they there Worshiped a Beats 
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with which they committed infamous things, and then at laft 
they burnt it ; and every one took up fome of the Afhes, with 
the which they made Men or Beafts to Languifh, or Die ; 
declaring {ome of them particularly, that they had made ufe 
of them to kill Poultry and other Creatures. 

121. After they had declared all thefe things to the faid 
Paftor and to me, they would fometimes fay, that there was 
nothing in it; then again they would ratifie all by confirming 
it anew: And after that would deny it; and then confe(s it 
again. So that I continued Eight Months in thefé Exorcifes, 


letting no Body know it but thofe Divines. During this time 


between whiles they made General Confeffions, wept in ap- 
pearance of Sorrow and Repentance : But all was but Coun- 
terfeit, their Hearts being addi€ted to fenfual Pleafures, 
which the Devil gave them. ‘They had not- the leaft defign 
of changing, to quit thefe abominable Pleafures, as one: of 
them of Twenty two Years old one day told me. Vo, {aid 
fhe, I wil not be other than Iam; I find too much content tnx 
my Condition; I am always Careffed. 1 have had: of them 
from Eight Years of Age'to Twenty two. ‘The Elder of 
them told me, We are often afraid of being with Child by the 
Devil ; for we fhould thereby be difcovered that it was by the 
Devil, becaufe we never fee any Men come into the C loifter. 
_ 122. About this time a Woman of the’ Town was very 
importunate with me to takea Girl of Nine years Old out of 
Charity. I yielded to her Defire.” But thinking to teach 
herand make her Work, fhe would do nothing ; 3 that one 
day going to Corre&t her, fhe faid, the Devil held. her 
Hands, and fhe could do nothing. The others Laughing 
cry'd, that fhe was out of their Gang. And indeed after 1 
had Examined her, fhe told-me more particulars than the 
others had done, {aying that fhe could kill Cows tho the 
were two Leagues diftant. I immediately turn’d her o ‘i 
having enough of that fort already. The Woman who had 
recommended her to me, underftanding by this Child what 
pafled in the Houfe, and that every one had confefled ‘this S¢- 
cret,{he prefented aPetition auntie tothe Magiftrate,faying 
; D2 _ thar 
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(28 ) 
that L abufed the Children, and that I fhould take away their 
Reputation by believing that they were Witches, and that 
fhe gave this Advertifement to the Magiftrate, out of Cha- 
rity and Love that fhe bore to thofe Children. 


The Second Relation, Ti ranflated out of her Trait, En- 
tituled, La Vie Exterieur. 5, 23. 1661. 


81. f Ut the Fifth difcovered it felf about three Years:af- 

ter I had been Cloiftered up, and began by a young 
Wench of the Village of about Fifteen years of Age,who ha- 
ving done fome. Offence, was to be,corrected by being {hut up 
by her felf, which the Houfe-keeper by my Order did. And 
after having fhut up the faid Girl,fhe took the Key, with her, 
and went out of. Doors: But about an Hourafter fhe was 
sone,the Girl came into the School where the others were at 
Work,who feeing her coming,turned all Pale ; and being ask- 


_ed what made them change their. Countenance?. They told me 


that they {aw before them at the School door the, Girl that-had 
been fhut up, whofe Name was Bedor ; and being bid:to. come 


jn if fhe was at the Door, fhe came. up and ask’d me Pardon 


for her Fault, promifing to Amend. I asked her if fhe had not 
been fhut up by the Houfe-keeper ?. She faid yes.. How thea 
came you forth, faid 1? She held hery)Tongue for fome 
time;, but being preffed to Anfwer, fhe faid, that a Man had 
fet.her out. . ‘This, Ijtook. for Raving, becaule I knew that 
no. Man, or other Perfon, could be in the Houfe. But not 
being willing to, make further enquiry before the reft, I bid 
her take her. Work and be good hereafter. In a little time 
after, when, the Houfe-keeper returned from. her bufinefs 
“Abroad, and faw this, Girl at her Work, fhe was Astonifbed, 
crying, Who is. it, that hath opened the Door for this Child? 
{ had fhut three Doors. upon her, and fee here the. Keys at 
my, Girdle. I went out ofthe School to inform my felf ie 
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the Houfe-keeper, if fhe had really locked up the Doors? 
fhe anfwered me, fhe had, and going to the Doors, found 


them all three Lock’d, as fhe had left them. This thing 


troubled me; and after Dinner I call’d the faid Girl into-my 


own Chamber, to know of her how fhe got out of fo faft a 


Place. She faid that a Man opened the Door for her. I 
asked what Man this might be, and if fhe knew: him. Yes, 
fhe faid fhe knew him very well, and‘that he was the 
Devil. At which I was ftruek with Horror, » faying,. 
The Devil's a Spirit, he is not a Man. Tho he be a Spirit 
faid fhe, he comes to me in the fhape of a Man; and as F 
call’d him to my Affiftance when I was fhut up, he came to 
me, opened the Door and let:me out. I asked her how 
long fhe had known this Man-Devil (or Devil of a Man? ). 
She faid all the days-of her Life: That her Mother had ta- 
ken her with her when fhe was very. Young, and had even 
carried her in her’ Arms to: the Witches Sabbaths of 
Affemblies, which were held in the Night ; and’ that being 
a little Wench, this‘Man-Devil was then a little Boy too, 
and grew up-as fhe did, having been always her Love, 
and Carefled her Day and Night. I could not compre- 
hend this Difcourfe, faving never hear’d. the like in my 
Life. eiledsdedeth es ae : 

83. Fimmediately wrote'to the three fore-mentioned Pa- 
{tors, to defire them to come to my'Houfe, where there was 
a Girl’ who told me things which I had not capacity enough 
to underftand ; defiring that they would come and Exa- 
min her'to know what it might ‘be: They came alll ‘three 
together the fame day, and having Examined the-Girl, fhe 
declared to them that fhe had given her Soul to the Devil, 
and had renounced ‘God ;'and to coafirm the donation of 
her Soul, fhe had received'a mark upon her. Foot ;. That this 
Contra ‘had been-made at Twelve Years old; but that 
Jong before that time this Love of hers. had-accompanied her, 
and carried her at Nights tothe Witches Meetings in great 
Cattles, where they alfembled to Eat, Drink, ‘Dance, Sing,: 
and att'a*thoufand other infolencies, with many other Pe 
ticulars 
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‘ticulars which fhe could not know unlefs fhe had been @ 


Witch, or had ftudied Books of Magick, which could no‘ 
be, fhe beginning then but to learn her Letters, having been 
but a little while in my Houfe. I-told the Paftors that I 
would not endure any longer fuch a Perfon in my Houfe, 
left fhe fhould {poil my other Girls; and I placed her out 
the fame day with a Woman whom I knew to be ofa good 
Life, from whence a little time after a Man came and took 
her away, faying, he had Married her Mother, and he 
would be her Father; and fo I never heard more of the faid 
Bellot. | 
84. I was much troubled in my mind to fee that the De- 
‘vil had yet fo much Power as to trouble a Houfe of Religi- 
on, of which I had undertaken the Government for the Glo- 
ry of God, and the Salvation of Souls. I often Examined 
my felf what fault I might have committed,that fhould give 
the Devil fo much power as to fend a, Witch into my Houle, 
when I thought there had been but few of them in the World. 
And tho I could not believe that the faid Be4or was a Witch,yet 
I found thatthe Devil had great Power over her. Not know- 
ing however what fort of Creature a Witch muft be, having 
often thought that Witches were ugly deformed Creatures, 
or half Beafts, as they fay of them, that they do transform 
themfelves into Cats, Horfes, and other. Animals; fo that 1 
could not believe that.this Girl was a Witch, tho the three — 
Paftors aforefaid, did affure me of it. I Pray’d to God to” 
difcover to me my fecret Sins, not knowing to what Caule J 


might attribute fo firange an Accident, which intruded: it 


felf amongft my good Intentions. However, I kept regular- 
ly on the Difcipline of my Houfe, believing that I had got 
rid of {uch kind of Perfons, by difmiffing the faid Belor. 

95. But three Months, (viz. after the Difcovery of a See 
cond about Fifteen Years old, who is not here mentioned, - 


tho fhe be inthe former Treatife, and was fent away three 


Months after the firft; fo that this happen’d fix Months 


after the firft, See La. Parole de Deew, §, 116.—121. ) 
ped ay afterwards 


C ) 


afterwards we difcovered another, which faid and did’ 
the fame things. This was a Girl Born in the Town, which 
had always been Nurfed in the Village, of about Twelve 
Years old,. who for the evil cuftom fhe had gotten of Steal- 
ing, was one day to have been Whipped; which being not. 
willing to-fubmit to, fhe faid fomebody had advifed her to 
Steal, whom fhe would tell me of if I would forgive her that: 
time. I then forbore her, to the end I might know what: 
evil Greature it was that.gave her that advice.. I call’d her 
into my Chamber alone, thinking I fhould difcover fome 


~ other of the Girls that Counfelled her to Steal; fhe prefently 


fell a Crying, and would not anfwer mea Word. But a lit- 
tle after fhe faid it was the Devil that gave her this -evil 
Counfel. I gavea great Sigh, telling her that fhe faid this. 
only to cover her Wickednefs, for that fhe could not know 
the Devil. She replied, that fhe knew him very well; that 


he wasa Boy alittle bigger. than her felf; and that he was. 


her Love, and lay with her-every Night. 1 asked her how 


long fhe had known him. She faid, that being very Young. 


and playing with the Girls in the Village, they ask’d her if 
fhe would go with them to the Dedication; ‘that. fhe fhould 
have good Chear and a Sweet-heart into the Bargain. And. 


as foon as fhe. confented; her faid Lover came upon.a little 


Horfe, and took her by the Hand; asking ‘her if: fhe. would 


be his Miftrefs, and fhe faying Ay, fhe was catched up into: 
the Air with him and the other Girls, and they flew: all toge-. 
ther toa great Caftle, where they play’d.upon Inftruments,. 
Danc’d, Feafted and drank Wine: And that ever fince fhe: 
had been there three or four times a Week; that at Ten: 
Years old fhe had given her Soul to the Devil, renouriced: 
God-and her Baptifm, and received a Mark from the Devil: 


upon her Head ;- which we afterwards found to be true, for 


that fhe was infenfible in the place wherethe faid Mark was. 
made; for we ftuck a. Pin as long as-ones little Finger into. 


her Head, and fhe felt.no Pain.. 
86.1 
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(32 ) 
86. I immediately fent to the aforeliid three Paftors to 
come and Examin this fecond Girl, who {hid almoft the 
dame things as the firft. And after thar they had Examined 

her, they told me that fhe was alfo a Witch > and that I 
ought not to turn: her out of my Houfe ’till I had difcover- 
ed whence this Misfortune came; that there mu be fome 
Witch in the Houfe that thus drew the Children after her. 
I followed their advice by keeping this Girl in the Houle ; 
but confining her ina Chamber feparate from the reft; where 
neceffaries were brought heg and alfo her Work: One of 
theie Paftors, call’d Peter Salmon, undertook to Examin her 
every day, tothe eyd he might bring her toa good Conver- 
fion, to renounce the Devil, and to return to God: Andask- 
ing if there were no more Children in the Houfe, who were 
fuch as her felf, fhe faid that there were two more that 
went with her every day to the Sabbaths. And having exa- 
mined feparately the other two Girls whether there was any 
truth in it,they ingenuoufly confefled,that they were bound to 
the Devil by aprecife Contra@, and had configned their Souls 
tohim. Underftanding this, I refolved to fend away all the 
Children that I could, fearing that inftead of procuring the 
Salvation of their Souls by ‘keeping them with me, the 
would by teaching one another their Wickednefs,. all be 
Damned. I could not fend them away all, by reafon that 
the greateft part of them were fo poor, that they had nei- 
ther Friends nor Houfes to be received in. And for this 
reaion I was {till obliged to keep two and Thirty, 

_87. The faid Paftor Salmon began for his Memory fake 
to write down what thefe Girls had faid to him, being all 
three in diftinct Apartments: And having fpoken often 
with them, the two laft faid, that there were ftill two more 
in the Houfe, and that. they for their pars need not be taken 
out from the reft. But asking them who the others were, 
they each of them named two different Names. And havin 
Fxamined the faid Four, they confeffed that it was all true 8 
and named each of themtwo different Names, which were 
of the fame Diabolical Company ; fo that from Two to Four, 


and 
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| (33) 
and from Fourto Eight, we difcerned that the Thirty two 
yet remaining in the Houfe, were all in general, and each in 
particular given up to the Devil, by their own proper and 
deliberate confent: And that not one of -them, Contracted 
thisW ickednefs in the Houfe,but brought it with them thither, 
having diverily fallen into it, fome by their Fathers, fome by 
their Mothers, and fome by playing with other little Girls 
together, as they declared as well to me, as to’ the {aid Paftor, 
who putall the Particulars which they told him in Wri- 
ting. 

88. I was mightily perplexed to find my felf confined to a 
Houfe with two and ‘Thirty Creatures, who declared that 
they had all given their Souls to the Devil. The Maids I 
had for my afliftance went all away, leaving me alone with 
thefe wicked Wretches, with whom T was forced to Bat and 
Drink, at leaft what they Drefled for me. I held divers 


“@ oe, 


Confults with the faid three Paftors, what was fit to be done | 


upon fuch an Occafion.-- I propoféd-to ‘difmifs them by de- 
grees ; but then I feared I’ fhouldbe guilty of the mifchief 
that they would doamong Man-kind,when they were abroad; 
for they confefled to me, that they had Killed both People 
and Cattle; which I alfo-afterward found by’ Experience, 
they having. killed all of a fuddem thirty young Ducks, Cats, 


Chickens,:and-other Animals about!the Houfé in lefs than two. 


Hours time, which they have often Confeffed. Wherefore I 
could not honeftly turn them out, left I fhould wrong my 


Neighbours by fending them fuch Perfons‘as thefe, without’ 


giving them Notice pand! by advettifing of chem, none would: 
receive theme 5) Dias Yo : 
89. Upon this, Eiwas. greatly Difpirited, and could not 
fee. what was the Will of God in this point,. The Paftors 
on the other hand faid, Tought to let them all continuewith 
me, and that they hoped they might convert them to God, 
becaule they were engaged ‘to the Devil in their Child-hood 
before-they had the fe of their Reafon:; offering metodo 
their utmoft, faying that they would come every day to Ad- 
vile and Exorcife them, and Pray for-their Converfion. And 
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( 34 : : 

And having asked them if it were potfible that thefe Creq- 
tures could be converted to God after having deny’d him 
and given their Souls to-the Devil; they anfwered me that 
they might; that God was Merciful ; and that as wicked as 
Men could be, they might be Converted fo long as they were 
in this World. Which is very true; but fince that time -T 
have had fufficient Experience that. Perfons thus contracted 
to the Devil do not turn, becaufe they have no real defire 
to be Converted, tho they make a fhew as if they had. 

90. I refolved then to keep the faid Children with me, 
exhorting them.all I could to be converted to God: And the 
{aid Paftors came every day one or other of them to Admo- 
nifh them and to Pray with them. Which we did very fe- 
cretly for the {pace of about eight Months: During which 
time, the Girls made.great fhew of Converfion, by Tears, 
repeated Confeffions, Prayers and attention to the Admoni- 
tions which were made them. | 
, 91. Many of them feemed to. melt into Tears, when I 
{poke to them of the Judgments of God, Eteraal Life, the 
Joys of Paradife, and the Torments of Hell. But this laft- 
ed not long. And when I Examined fome oftheeldeft and 
moft fenfible of them whether thefe Tears were Feigned,and 
Counterfeit, or elfe Sincere; they anfwered me, they pro- 
ceeded from their Grief for having denied God, and aban- 
don’d themfelves to the Devil. But that this -lafted no longer 
than whilft they were fpoken to, and had their: miferable. 
Hitate before them: That the Devil came prefently tothem,, 
and asked them, how they could’ leave him, and. all the 
Plealures they had taken together? And Carefled them 
fo much, that they immediately made a new Contra& with 
him, forgetting all the good. Purpofes they had taken be- 
fore. ark 3a 

92. T asked them, if the Admonitions, Exorcifms and Pray- 
ers of the Paffors, did not take away the Power of the Devil, 
from holding them thus fubjeCted tohim?. ‘They told me that 
the Devil Laugh'd at thee Performances; and that after the man- 
ner Of a Monky he mumick’d the fame Ceremonies chat the. 

-aftors. 
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Paftors did; when they Kneel’d down to Pray, the Devil 
kneel’d behind them, and with a Book in his Hand he bab- 
led out the fame words; and when the faid Paftors Preach’d, 
the Devil made behind them the fame Geftures, and. {prink- 
led about the Holy Water; and alfo Confefs’d them as the 
Paftors did, imitating them in every thing in Derifion and 
Mockery. 

93. Lasked them, How they could Pray or fing fo many good 
Prayers all the day long, when they were thus in League 
with the Devil? They told me, that he himielf Pray’d and 
Sung along with them, by reafon that their Prayers were 
without Attention: And that inftead of finging to praile God, 
their Ivtentions were to fing the praifes of the Devil, where- 
in he gloried and valued himfelf. 


g4. Lasked them how they could approach the-Table of 


the Lord and receive the Sacrament? They faid, that the De- 
vil invited them todo it as often as they could; and that 
the greateft Penance that I could enjoin them, was to make 
them abftain from this Sacrament, which was a Cloak for 
their Wickednefs, and made them pafs for good Folk before 
the World. Befides, that the Devil wrought his greateft Vil- 
lanies with this. Confecrated Bread. 

95. L-asked- them, How.2t was that they could Faff, even 
tho they were not obliged to it? For from Fourteen or Fif- 
teen years old they would Faft out the whole Les. And 
when I would have hindred them, they Wept bitterly. 
They told me that they fafted but ,out of hypocrifie and to 
pleale me: And becaufe they had every night a Glafs of 
{trong Beer, and a greater portion at Dinner than thofe who 
eh not Faft. ‘That for thefe Reafons they did defire to keep 
Fait. 

96. I told. them that -all'thefe falfities. would certainly 
bring them to Hell, Their anfwer was, that.they very well 
knew it; and that they were affured to be Damned; but 
thatthe Devil promifed them the fame carnal. and fenfual 
Pleafures in Hell, that they took with him inthis World 
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_ 97. Lasked them if they were certain that this was the 
Devil, who thus entertained them; and if whethether they 
Knew that there was’a Hell and a Heaven before they 
came’to live in my Houfe? They told me, Yes, becaufé the 
Jevil had taught them it, and had often Catechifed them, 
and taught ’em that there is a God, a Heaven and Hell, 
and a Devil; and that he that did the Devil’s Will, could 
never fee God, but fhould be his Cémpanion in Hell to 
Fternity. I was very much aftonifhed to hear thefe Difcou;- 
fes, having never thought that the Devil could'teach {0 good 
things, or excite People to Pray, Faft, and frequent the Sa- 
craments, or to think of Heaven and Hell. Neverthelefs, 
by long Experience I have found it to’be ver true. 

98. lashed them, how it was poffible that they fhould 
belong to the Devil from their tender Infancy, even before © 
they had ufe of their Reafon? They faid, that that came 
trom their Parents ; and when their Fathers or their Mothers 
are themfelves abandoned to the Devil, of neceffity all their 
Children are fo alfo till they arrive to. the uf of their Rea- 
fon; becaufe’ that their Fathers and their Mothers have 
power over the Souls of their Children, until they come to 
ule ‘their own Judgment, and that then the Child receives 
its Free Will, and can make ufe Of it to doGood or Evil: 
But that it was very rare when they had been Sacrificed and. 
offered to the Devil by Father or Mother, even before they 
were Born, that they fhould withdraw themfelves from him, 
when they came of Years; becaufé that the habit of Wick. 
édnefs is haedaie Net Sil to ’em; and the Devil having en- 
tertain’d them from their Birth with Careffes. and fenfual 
Pleafures, fo gains their AffeGtions,, that they will not quit 
them for any confideration, after having been allured to Sen 
fualities, fuch as no.Man could give them: For the Devil 
fcigns to make them eat all forts of delicious Meéat to their 
Fatte, all forts of pleafant Wines to their Pallate, all forts of. 
Mutick, or Inftruments to their Ear; all forts of Beauty to 
their Eyes, and all Perfumes to their Smell, and all manner 


of “Titillations to their Flefh: So that being brought up there- 
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‘in, it is a$.it were impoflible to have a.mind to leave bim. 
And therefore it is that they fay, We will not change our con- 
dition for the greateft Pleafure that Mankind can give, us. 
99. 1 condoled with them their Misfortune, fhewing them 
that this was all Deceit and meer Illufion; that the Devil had 
no thing, nor could he give any thing. ‘And to fhew that they 
vhad neither eaten nor drank at the Sabbaths, they needed but 

ebferve their own “Appetites on Mornings, when they cat 
‘great pieces of Bread and Butter, and would eat dry Bread 
ifit was given them, which.if they had eaten fuch dainty 
Meat, they would not touch, nor could they eat fuch grofs 
Meat fo foon with fo good an Appetite; for had they been.at 
a Feaft with Men and drank Wine as they faid they did 
at the Devil’s Banquets, they would be Sick all_the next day. 
They told me this.was all true, but however they had the 
tafte and pleafure.of all thefe things, and therefore would not 
forfake’em: : steoe abel sna : 

100. I informed my felf fometimes-as ‘exactly as T could, - 
to know how it was poflible that a Father or a Mother could 
offer their Children tothe Devil, inftead. of oftering them. to - 
God who Created them, asking them in what manner this 
was Practifed’?: They.toldme, that.Perfons who .were-thus . 
engaged.to,the Devil by a, precife\ Contraét,..will allow no . 
other God but him; and therefore offer him whatfoever is 
deareft to them; nay, are conitrained to offer him theirChil- 
dren, or elfe the Devil would Beat them, and contrive that 
they fhouldiinever' arrive to.the State of Marriage, and fo 
fhould havé:mo Children, by reafon that the Devil hath pow- 

er by his Adherents, to hinder both the,one.and the other ; and. 
that this is effected in this manner. 

ry1~ When -a child ‘thus offered. to.sthe Devil. by - its, 
Patents, comes: tothe ule of Reafon, the’ Devil» then de:; 
mands.dts Soul,|and makes it deny God.and renounce Bap-: 
tifitfand.all relating to the Faith, promifing. Homage and: 
Fealty.to the’ Devil'in manner of a Marriage, and inftead of» 
a. Ring, the Devil gives:them,a Mark with-an Jron Mark 
upon fome part of the Body; which Marks they renew as of - 

fen... 
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( 38) 
ten as thofe Perfons have any defire to quit him. Thé De- 
vil reproves them then more feverely and obligeth them to 
new. Promifes, making them alfo new Marks for affurance 
or pledge, that thofe Perfons fhould continue faithful to him, 
and fo foon as they come to-be able to beget Children, the 
Devil makes them offer the deifire which they have of Mar- 
rying, to his Honor: And with this all the Fruit that may 
proceed from their Marriage. This they promife volunta- 
rily, to the end that they may accomplifh their Defigns: 
For otherwife the Devil threatens to hinder them by all 
ee of means, that they fhall not Marry, nor have Chil- 
ren. : 


The Third Relation, Tranflated out of the Continua- 
ation of her Life. 


La Vie Continuee. Chap. XV. 


How Madam de B. Difcerned by Supernatural things and by the 
Proper Confeffion of the Girls the Governed, that they were 
allin voluntary League with the Devil, and that they en- 
deavourea to Murder-her, &c. Zz } 


Irft of all, fhe was convinced, that the Children which 
fhe brought up in her Houfe,were of the number of thofe 
unhappy Creatures, by many Supernatural and: Diabolical 
AGions which fhe faw by them. For, they got out of Pla- 
ces when they were fhut up, without Keys: Then ‘were 
things found in the Houfe which could not be brought thi- 
ther but by means of the Devil; fuch as httle Balls of Poy- 
fon, and a certain fort of Paper they were lap’d up in, which: 
fome of them faid, were given to others. of them at their 
Sabbaths, and which they aflured her they had: in: their 
Chambers. There were found in their: Beds fuch Filth and 
Naftinefs 
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Naftinefs as comes from Cows, which they confeffed at laft 
was communicated to them by the Devil, when he came to 
fatiate their Diabolical Leachery. They killed living Crea- 
tures about the Houfe, as Fifh, Cats, Chickens, and once 
Thirty little Ducks at one time, by a diabolical, Powder, 
which one of them ftrewed in the place where they were to 
pafs. And when Madam de B. asked her how the Devil 
could have power over thofe little Creatures? She an{wer- 
ed, Becaufe you pleafed your felf yefterday in looking on 
them: Which Madam B. acknowledged to be true, obfer-. 
ving with fome admiration how thofe little Creatures Swam 
and provided for themfelves fo well, being but juft out of rhe 
Shell. She thereby experienced this terrible truth, Thaf the 
Devit-hath pomer over whatfoever a Man placeth his affections 
tn, when they are mot upon God. And indeed Man being Cre- 
ated only to take pleafure in God, who ought to be his De- 
light; *tis impoflible but that a Curfe fhould follow whate- 
ver breaks this Order. 

2. Another time they made it Rain. fo furioufly into the 
Common Room where they were at work, that Madam B. 
was forced to go out all wet as fhe was. One of them ano. 
ther day having caft. fome Powder into the Oven of ‘the 
Houfe when they were Baking of Bread, tho the Ovea was. 
{fo hot that the. very Bricks .of it were ted, yet the Bread 
which was put in remained there fix whole Hours, no more 
Baked than when it, was put in: And Madam B. having 
asked the Cook-maid the reafon of it, fhe faid that fuch a 
Girl who had ftop’d the Oven, had thrown in fome Powder,. 
and that the Fire would never touch the Bread, although it 
fhould remain there all the day long; but that fhe would 
take care when they Baked next, that that Wench fhould 
not come near the Oven ;- which being done, the Bread was. 
Baked as throughly in two Hours time as Sea Bisket. Ano. 
ther time one of them thought fit to caft a Charm in among {t 
the Meat boyling in the Pot ; Where having boy!d. fix. 
Hours together, it came out as raw and. bloody as it: 
came from the Shambles. They have often faid fince, 
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“chat were it not that the Devil was afraid that we fhould 


be convinced by extraordinary things, he would make us 
work Miracles ;° but he. fears nothing like that... T hey de- 
clared that they had often given their Powders to the Mother 
Regent, which operated according to the intention of her 
who gave them. One day Madam B. finding her {elf ill 
with a fore Throat, one of the Girls told her; I kvow well 
enough what's the matter, it but the effect of a little Powder, 
foe ll be Curd tn four days time, but not with the Ointments 
which are prepared for her. Ail the Month ‘of January and 
part of February in the year 1662, it was almoft every day 
difcovered, that fome one or other of thefe Girls had been 
corrupted-in their particular Affemblies, befides their gene~ 
ral Sabbaths, where they had Balls of Poyfon given them. 
to Kill Madam Bouriguon ; and they would have Poyfon-. 
ed the Paftor of St. Saviours Church, who was to come and 
Officiate and Dine there upon St. Anthony's day. As faft as 
thofe Poyfons were. taken from them, which ‘they -ufually 
hid in their Beds, they got more, which St. Sasliew furnifh- 
ed them with in this Afiembly, with defign never to have 
done till they had killed her. We'll! make fo many, {aid they, 
that one of them {bail do at laft; and'then'when he’s Dead, St. 
Saulicu (hall come here, with whom we {ball agree well enongh, 
and then we may keep our Dancings tn the School it felf. "Thefe. 
Balls were put into the hands of the Governor and Secretary, 
when théy came at laft to vifitthe Hofpitals, uponthe Com- 
plaint which Madam B. had made of the Matter: And the, 
Secretary faid, ‘when he took them’ away; I carry off the. 

Devil. | MG eg Bigor py dy. oe 
3. *Twould be impoffible to relate all that thefe Girls 
confefs’d when they were Difcovered, concerning themfelves, 
theif ‘Parents, their’ Education, their ‘Companions, their 
Neighbours, and> People ‘of ‘the fame” Towns and Villages ; 
nay, their very Paftérs and their Lords, their Sabbaths and 
Affemblies, their “Tranfports: through’ the Aur, where they 
{aid‘they ‘had'been ‘Tranfported over great Forefts in the 
Air, their Feet would fometimes touch ‘the top Branches Fe 
? the 
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fing them to deny all they had confeffed before. One day 
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the Trees, as they flew to thefe:Sabbaths, whofe devilifla 
Ceremonies they did relate, their abominable Divertifements 
and “‘Whoredoms with the. Devils in Human fhape, from 
whom they faid they received fomething very Cold, of which 
they were fometimesafraid to become with Child, and a 
thoufand deteftable Devilries, which would be horrible to 
relate; and which I will pafs over in filence, as alfo thofe 
which are.related by Madam B. her félf in the former Trea- 
tiles, except fome few, which I had from her Mouth. 

4. When this Mifchief began firft to appear, there was 
one amongit them very. Induftrious: to difcover the reft, 
which having done, and. thereby thinking her felf to.be 
out of all fufpicion of being ftill of the Company, yet 
at laft ihe was found out: But fhe conftantly deni’d it, 
although the others did affrmthat fhe went with them to the 
Sabbaths; fhe defended her felf upon this Point, Vhat there 
could be no Colour that fhe who had aififted in the Difco- 
very of the reft, fhould be Guilty, and. ftiil an accomplice 
of the fame Crime. _Neverthelefs, this was the moft wicked, 
falfe-and cunning of them: all... And this proceeding of hers, 
was but an effect of her devilifh Cunning. This was fhe who 
a little after faid, fhe-would not renounce the Devil, nor 


amend, nor did fhe defire-to be other than what fhe was ; 
jand, was one of the firft of thof upon-whom thofe -Diaboli- 


eal Poyfons were found, with which they intended to Mur- 
der their Benefactrefs. Sle would have denied all at firft, 
but at length confeffed, after which fhe denied it, and advi- 

i fo todo, and to make feigned Confeflions, advi- 


as {he was upon herDenials, when the Life of St. Asthony 


Was reading in their-Prefence, wherein was mentioned a | 


Temptation that the Devil.ufed by melodious Singing, Ma- 
dam B. faying, I never obférved yet that the Devil Sung, 


and I'wonder at it; the Girl anfwered, O Mother, they Sing 


{0 delicately that you would beeven Ravifhed to hear them. 
How ! do they Sing fo well faid fhe? Ay indeed, faid the Girl, 
for they were Angels once. All the reft fellaLaughing: And 
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The was fo confounded for having fo openly confefled before 
fhe was aware, that fhe knew not what to fay; but endea~ 
vouring to excufe her felf, one of her Companions faid, Go, 
Go, you have faid too much that you have hear’d how 
well they Sing; you cannot anfwer that. If f have heard - 


them, faith fhe with anger, yowhave heard them as well as 


J. Sometime after fhe again confeffed hér felf Guilty. One 


of the reafons for which fhe faid fhe would not be ‘Convert- 
ed then, nor renounce Satan, ‘was that the Devil told them 
fometimes that they might be faved’ well enough’ if they 
were Converted hereafter; and that it would betime enough 
if they repented upon their Death-beds, and were Convert- 
ed then; and fo they might take their Pleafures and Pa- 
ns which the Devil gave them while they might have 
them. Bes be 
s. It happen’d about this time, that the Devil in-a merry 
Mood Appeared to Madam B. in this manner. There came 
one and knock d at the Gate of the Hofpital, and asked to 
{peak with the Regent, who was then all “alone. without 
affiftance to help her im the affairs‘of fo great a Houle’ When 
fhe came to the Gate, fhethere found 2 Uietle wrinkled wry- 
mouth d Woman, yet very nimble and brisk, who offered her 
her Service in her prefent occafion. Madam 8. having’ ne- 
yer known nor feen this Old Woman, and {eeins nothing in 
her to recommend her, fhe told ‘her fhé could’ not take her, 
becaufe her age 4nd’ weaknefs were too great'to undergo the 
Labour and Orders of the Houle. ~ But the Old Woman: an- 
{wered fhaking her Breech, No, nd, Ivhave ‘a great déal-of 
Vigor yet: Ican Work!’I can ‘Watch,’ T can rife'on Morn- 
ings, | can Faft, I-can Pray; 1 ean be a good Houfewife, 
you'll find I can do any thing ; and began to Talk “and Dif- 
courfe very pleafantly, and with great earneftnefs to be ta- 
ken in. But Madam B. being \call’d away ‘to {peak witha 
Phyfician who came into the Hofpital,when the came back a- 
gain to fpeak with the old ‘Woman whom fhe had bid to itay,. 
fund neither the old Woman, nor any appearance of her,. 
nor could fhe ever know from any Body who fhe wees or 
whence: 


a 


whence fhe came, nor had any Body feen her befides. She 
told the Doétor of it, who faid, he faw- her not as he came 
in. But the Girls fell all.a Laughing, faying, it was the De- 
vil, whichthey knew very well; and that he came only to 
play the Rogue withher. Of which fhe was afterwards fatis- 
ed. 3 
6. Speaking to them one day of fome Girls of. tlie Houle 
that lately-dyed with great, demouftrations of Psety, they faid, 
that they were,.alfo of their, Number. And when fhe faid, 
that that was impoffible, becaufe thofe Girls.died in Tran- 
Sports of Piety, and calling upon the name of Fefue Chrift; nay, 
that one of them faid but the day, betore {he Died, that 
Sefus Chrift had appeared to her,.and aflured, her that he 
would come fetch her to Morrow at {uchan Hour, when in 
effe& fhe Died, finging and rejoicing that fhe was going to 
Paradife. 'Thefe Girls fell a Laughing, and told her, that 
this Apparition of Fefws, Chri? was.the Devil; that all thofe 
Prayers and, Exclamations |to God, were addreffed to the 
Devil ; and that -by, thefeé- words, God and Jefus Chrift, by 
refervation to themfeélves’they meant the Devil, to whom 
they directed all their Prayers, and that by the word Para- 
oe they underftood no other thing, than, the Company of 
| At Ait.) © Bet aetna 
| 7. Madam B. having asked one of them one day, why 
| fhe did not. confefs this wickednefs fooner : She aniwered, 
| that being fo commona thing, fhedid not, think there was 
| any.harm in it, or,.a thing to, be. contelfed, alledging to her 
that Millions of People of all degrees, were. in the fame con- 
| dition, and that, fhe fcarce knew any others... She aniwered, 
[ Alas !..you faw well, that Iwas no fuch Perion. How fay 
you then . you. fcarce, know ony, others 2 .O. Mother, Laid 
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ihe but moved the Latch of the Door to come in, or When © 
they heard her but walk, fpeak, or but cough, they imme 
diately for fear vanifhed like Lightning : Which greatly con; 
firms what Fr. de la Croix faith of Souls ftrongly anited to 
God, that they become terrible to the Devils, as a Moth whofe 
Wings are {corch’d at the flame of a Candle,isafraid to come 
at it again. : 

8. They confirmed often’ their’ Declarations in the pre- 
fence of the three Paftors, who were Infpe€tors of the Ho- 
{pital, who came to Examin them, and declared pofitively 
that they were Witches. Coming to Exorcife them for their 
Converfion, but in vain, one of them wrote down their De- 
clarations, which were at laft prefentedto the Mapittrates, 
where they remained till fuch time as he fhould pleafé to 
take cogmizance of the Matter. It is true that the greateft 
part of them denied all again before the Court; but it 
was too grofs an Impofture. .They were ‘threatned on 
the one hand and carefled on the other. Neverthelefs,: one 
of them notwithftanding all Menaces, remained firm in her 
firft Declaration, that fhe was a Witch as well as the others; 
nor would fhe deny it tho fhe fhould have died-on the {pot. 
This poor Creature was engaged to.the Devil from her 
Childhood, and when fhe came to years of Reafon, fhe. 
yielded to the defires of the Devil,. by ratifying: the En- 
gagement fhe had entred into in ‘her Childhood; but fhe 
with another younger: Girl were fometimes fo touched with 
Repentance, thatfhe Lamented and Wept when the’ great: 
nefs of her fin and horrible condition were lay’d before her. . 
it was fhe that: Lamented the Death of Madam: B. for a 
whole day together; when they refolved to Poyfon her upon 
the firft opportunity, with Pills of diabolical Compofition, 
and that difcovered the thing to her. : bap hingt 

9. Madam B. asked her fome time after, why inftead’ of 
continuing of the Cabal that had confpired her Death, fhe had 
on the contrary fo much lamented ‘it,and.-difcovered the Plot? 
She anfwered, Becanfe'\ I love you -more than the Devil, and 
had rather be faithful to you than to him: Ob that Icould if: es 

cape: 
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efcape his Snares! But I cannot: He has too great accefs %0 
me.- I would to God that whew you [peak to me, and that wher 
I find my Heart touched with Repentance and lament my Mif- 
fortune, that fomebody was. prefent to cut my Throat ; I foould 
then have hope of Grace and of Salvation y but otherwife I am lost 
and cannot be faved: For as foon as you leave me, the Devil 
returns and does accost me by Cayveffes, by Threatnings , 
by Kindneffes, and never leaves me till feeing me without any 
Body to-help, he regains my confent, and I. give miy-felfto him 
again. Nothing can deliver me from him without taking me out 
of the World when Iam in a ftate of Repentance, as fometimes 
fam. To let me live longer, is bat to remit me into the 
power of the Devil. Oh! how glad would I-be if any Body would 
kill me out of Charity, when'I deplore. my Mifery. Thefe were 
the complaints of this poor Creature,. (a jut Objet of Pity) 


made to Madam B. Neverthelefs, fhe:did not obtain the © 


favour fhe defired: For having always held firm in the. at- 


teftation which fhe made before the-Court, that fhe was a. 
‘Witch, inftead of putting her to Deathy as fhe defired; fhe 


was fhut up in Prifon, and it was- never. known what be- 
came of her fince. | Bees | 

Such Witches. fo capable of Repentance, are very rare. 
However, it thereby appears,-that the Law.of God,. which 
commands ‘not to fuffer a Witchto Live, was not only a 


Law of Juftice, but alfo a Law of Charity; and that what. 


you call fhewing them Mercy, is a.great-Cruelty, fince that 


Death may: conduce to Salvation to thofe who are capable. 


to Repent, and’ Life would certainly be pernicious: And: for 
thofe who “are not capable to Repent, it were better. that 
they fhould go to all the-Devils, rather than multiply . their 


Crimes upon Earth, whereby they would augment their. 
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A Relation’ of a Yarmouth Witch, who with Fifteen 
more Convitled zpon their own Confeffions , was 
Executed, 1644+. | | 


* the Year 1644. at Yarmouth.were fixteen Women accu- 
4. fed for Witches by Mr. Hopkins, and by. the Magiftrates 
fent to Mr. Whitfeildand Mr. ‘Brizfley Miniftersof that Place, 
tobe by them Examined. Among thefe was.an Old Woman 
who.ufed: to -be relieved: twice. a, Week at. Mr.. Whitfecla’s 
Door, who madethis Gorfefier’; ‘That fhe ufing to work for 
Mr.) Moultow (a Stocking Merchant and: Alderman of the 
Town)-went. to jhis;;Houfe for Work,:but he being from - 
Home, his Man refufed, to let her have any till his Matter 
came: home, whichowas!not expected, in-‘iefs than.a.Fort- 
night’s-time ; whereiipon being Exa/peratea againit the Man, 
fhe applied-her felf to the Maid,, and defired fome Knitting 
Work of her; and when fhe returned the like Anfwer, the 
went home in: great difcontent and angeragain{t, them both: 
That that-Night-.when fhe was.in Bed, fhe heard one knock 
‘at her Door, and,rifing.to’ her» Window, the faw, it-being 
Moon. light,,.2 ¢4// black Man there; and asking what he 
would have? He told her that-he underftood that {he was 
Difcontented,, becaufe fhe-could not get. Work, as fhe expect- 
ed; and that he, would putyher into.a way |that fhe should 
never. want either Work or any thing elfe;, whereupon: dhe 
let him in, and asked him, what he had then to fay to her? 
He told her, he muft. firft fee, her. Hand ;, and then. taking 
out fomething like a Pen-knife, he gave it 4 /ittle Scratch, 1o 
that Blood followed, and the Mark remained to that time, 
which fhe then fhewed them; then .he took fome of the 
Blood ina Pen, and pulling a Book out of his Pocket, bid her 
write her Name; and when fhe faid, fhe could not, he faid, 
he would guide her Hand, and thereupon did fo, and Loi 

. 1er 
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her Name in-his Book. When. this was done, he bid her 


now ask what fhe would have: And when fhe defired firft 
to be revenged of the: Man, he: promifed to’ give her an ac- 
count of :it the next Night;’and fo leaving her fome Mony, 
went away for that time. The next Night hecame to her 
again, and told her he could do nothing againft the Man ; 
for he went conftantly to Church to hear Whitfedld and Brinfly, 
and. [aid bis Prayers Morning and Evening. ‘Yhen the defired 
him to:revenge fier on the'Maid; and he again promifed her 
to give her an account thereof the next Night; but then he 
faid the fame ef the Maid, and that therefore he could not 
hurt-her: But he faid, that there was a young Child in the 
Houfe, which: was more eafie to be dealt with. Whereupon 
fhexdefired him to do whatvhe could againft it: And» the 


next Night»he came again, and brought with him an Image: 


of Wax, and told her they muft go and Bury that in the 
Church-yard, and thenthe Child which he had put into great 
pain already fhould wafte and confume away as that Image 
waited. Whereupon they went together, and he dug a. 
hole witha Spade which he brought with him, and they 
Buried it.. And when he left her, he bid her when ever fhe 
wanted any thing, but. with for him to come, end he-would 
prefently be with her. ‘The .€hjld ‘having’ at this time. 
laitt inva Languifhin= conttition for-about Kighteén) Mohthis,. 
and being very near to Death, the Minifter fent this we 
man with this account to’ the Magiftrates, who thereupon 
fent her to Mr. Moz/ton’s.}~wherein the: fame; Room:where 
the Child lay almoft Dead, fhe was dgain Examined ‘con- 
cerning the Particulars’ aforefaid yall which‘ ithe confefled 
again, and’ had no fooner done, but-the Child; who :was but 
three Yeats old, and was thought,to .be:Dead or Dying, 
Taaughed, and began to-flimand raie upsit felf >and from. 
that Inftane began:to. Recover, { Le wasothem date in the. 
Night. before:they had done, Ho: that;'they ‘could not then. 
fearch for thé Image of ‘Wax, but otdered* it ‘to-be 
done early the next Morning ; and then the Woman being. 
led. to the Church-yard, fet. her>Foot. upona certain igndic 
| | an 
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(48>) 
and daid, that was the place where it was Buried. But tho. 
they dug and fought for it as well as they could, they could 
find nothing ; whether becaufe it was fo wafted, ‘that the 
loft the relicks of it in the Digging, or removed by the Devil 
or whatever elfe was the reafon, it could:not be found; but 
the Child Recovered. This Woman and. all the reft were 
Convicted upon their own Confeffions, and were Condemned 
and Executed accordingly... They had.all their Familiars, and 
this Womans did ufually appear.in the form of a Black- 
Bird. ) . 

This from a Son of Mr. Whitfeild, who was then prefent; and 
to this I fhall [ubjoin another of like nature in fome Particulars, 
which tho Thad it but at fecond hand, and therefore probably may 
not be compleat in all particulars, yet had it from a competent 
Relator who had the firft Relation from an ancient credible Perfon, 
whowas then a Scholar in Oxtord, when the Tryal was, and ¥ 
doubt uct but related truly what he received concerning the particu 
lars here remembred, as followeth. ens 
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A brief Relation of one faid to be Condenned and Ex- 
ecuted at Oxtord, iz. the time of King Charles 
* the Firft. : 


FN this time, (but the Year is not. remembred) a Man 
4 Died there, leaving two Daughters, and good Portions to 
each: The Eldeft fomewhat Prodigal, Married a Husband 
like her felf, who {pent her Portion, got her with Child, and 
left her: But the Youngeft being very Serious and Religious, 
{taid, two or ‘three Yearsibefore fhe Married, and then Mar- 
ried a good honeft fober Farmer, fix or feven Miles off, by 
whom fhe had a Child, and they lived very happily and 
comfortably together. ‘This moved great Envy againft her 
in her Sifter, who was reduced to great Straits. In her 
Paffion the Devil appeared'to her, and fhe madea Contract 
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with him, and became a Witch ; and he perfwaded her te 
kill her Sifters Child, as the greateft defpight fhe could do 
her. For this purpofe fhe often rofé in the N ight out of her 
Bed, got upon a Bed-ftaff, faid certain words, and thereup- 
on was prelently carried away, and was conveyed into the 
Room where her.Sifter with her Husband and Child lay. 
This her own Child about Seven years of Age, who lay 
with her, having often obferved her to do, at lait it would 
do fo too, and thereupon was prefently carried through the 
Air into the fame Room, where the Mother and {ome others 
were, who after fome time went all away, and the Child 
being left behind, fell a Crying ; at which the Man and his 
Wie being awakened, and wondering to hear a Child Cry 
in their Room, the Man arofe and lighted a Candle, and 
finding the Child, and underftanding by it how it came thi- 
ther, the next day they acquainted a Juftice of the Peace 
with the Matter. Whereupon the Sifter was Apprehended, 
and Committed, and the next Affizes was Tryed fora Witch: 
And the Child, who was all the while kept from her, being 
then produced, told how it came into that Room, and what 
it had feen and hear’d the Mother fay and do; whereupon, 
the Mother confefled all the Matter before related. The 
judge then ask’d her if fhe had never been there before in 
that. manner ?She faid -Yes, an»hundred..times. Then he, 
asked her, How it came to pafs that fhe did not kill the 
Child all that while? She anfwered, That fhe always found 
it fo armed with the Prayers of the Parents, that fhe could 
never have power to do it. Upon her Confeffion, fhe was 
Condemned, and Executed. 
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A Relation of a Lancafhire Witch, Tryed at Worce- 
fter, in the Tear, 1649. 


'  'T Droitwich in the County. of Worceffer, a poor Wo- 
mans Boy inthe Month of May, looking for his Mo- 
ther’s Cow, efpied fome Bufhes ina Brake to fhake, and 
fuppofing the Cow to be Broufing there, went to the Place, 
where he found no: Cow, but an Old Woman, who upon 
his approach faid Boh, to him; whereupon he prefently loft 
his fpeech, and could only make a Noife, but could not 
{peak any thing articulately fo as could be underftood: In 
this condition he came home to his Mother, made a great 
Noife, but no, body could underftand what .ailed him, or 
what he meant. A while after, he ran out, and at Sir Ed- 
ward Barrer’s Door, found, about one a Clock amongft other 
poor People, the fame old Woman fupping up a Mets of hot 
Pottage, and ran furioufly upon her, and threw her Pot- 
tage in her Face, and offered fome other’ Violence to her. 
Whereupon the Neighbours wondering at the condition of 
the Boy and-his rage-againft the old Woman, and fufpect- 
ing that fhe had done him fome hurt, Apprehended her, and 
thereupon fhe was committed to the Prifon, which they 
there call the Checker. At Night the Boy’s Mother Lodged 
him in a Garret over her own Lodging; and in the Morning 
hearing a great Buflle over her, ran up, and found the Boy 
gotten out of his Bed with the Leg of a Form in his hand, 
itriking furioufly at fomething in the Window; but faw 
nothing there that he fhould ftrike at. ‘The Boy prefently 
put on his Cloaths, and ran down into the Street towards 
the Prifon, and as he was going endeavouring to fpeak, found 
his. Speech reftored. When he came to the Prifon, he asked 
for the old Woman, and told the Gaoler how fhe had fer-. 
ved him, and how his Speech came to him again in. the way. 
; : ‘The. 
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‘The Gaoler in the mean time fufpecting that fhe had Be- 
witched the Boy, would not let her have either Meat or 
Drink, unlefs fhe would firft fay the Lord’s Prayer, and bid 
God blefs the Boy ; which at laft her Hunger forced her'to 
do; and it appeared to be at the fame initant, as near as 
could be gueiled, that the Boy had his Speech reftored to 
him. The Boy asked the Gaoler, why he did not keep her 
fafter, but ‘let her come out and trouble him? The Gaoler 
anfwered, he had kept her very fafe. “The Boy replied, No, 
he had not; for fhe came and fat in his Chamber Window, 
and grinned at him; and that thereupon he took up a Form 
Leg, and therewith gave her two good bangs upon the Arle 
as {he would have icutled from him, before fhe could get a- 
way. Whereupon the Gaoler caufed fome Women to Search 
her, who found the. Marks of two fuch Strokes upon her, 
as the Boy faid he had given her. Allthis was Sworn upon her 
Tryal, by the Boy, his Mother, the Gaoler, and the Women. 
Upon Examination fhe was found to be a Lazcafbire Woman, 
who upon the Scarcity in thofe Parts, after the Defeat of 
Duke Hamilton, wandred abroad to get Victuals. 


Another Relation of a Teuksbury Witch, Tiyed at 
Gloucefter about the fame time. 


AS Texksbary about the fame'time a Man, who had a 
Sow and Pigs, obferving his Sow to have great ftore 
of Milk, and yet the Pigs to be almoft Pamuthed, and con- 
fulting with his Neighbours about it, they all concluded, 
that {he muft needs be Sucked by fomething elfe, and fo the 
Pigs be robbed of the Milk: Whereupon he refolved to watch 
till he found out the Matter: And having* placed himfelf 
conveniently for that purpofe, at laft he faw a black FPour- 
footed Creature like a Pole-Cat, come and beat away the 
Pies, and fuck the Sow: ‘And having a Pick, or Fork in his 
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Hand, he'ran the Prongs into the. Thigh of it, and ran it to 
the Ground ; yet it ftruggled fo as to get off fram him at laft, 
There were fome Neighbours not far off, but ‘they faw no. 
fuch Creature, but,faw a.Wench go. away, and that Blood 
fell from her as fhe went ;. whereupon they fearched her, and 
found her fo Wounded as. the Man faid he had wounded 
the thing which he found. Sucking : And thereupon fhe was 
Apprehended and Tryed at Gloucefter. Affizes; where this 
Matter was given in Evidence againit her.. 

Thefe two Relations I received from a Perfon of Quality, of 
good Ability, and of ungqueftionable Credit, who was prefent at 
both the Tryals, andwrote them in his prefence, and afterwards 
read them tohim; and he affured me they were very true in all the 
Particulars, as they were given in Evidence. 


A Relation of the grievous Afflittion of Faith Corbet; 
by the fecret wicked Prattices of Alice Hufon and 
Dol. Bilby, a// of the Parifb of Burton Agnes iz 
the County of York, from the Year, 1660, to the 
fear, 1664. 


, ARs. Corbet, Wife of Henry: Corbet, of Burton Agaues in. 
LV]. the County of York, about the. Year 1660, employed: 
one Alice Hufon Widow, of the fame Place, about fome {mall 
matters, as keeping of young Turkies, @c. For which, fhe 
offered to have paid her in Mony, Corn, or otherwife to her 
Satisfaction ;, but fhe refufed all, and defired only fome piece 
of. old Linen, which her Children wore next their Skin, to 
make her a. Neckcloth, as fhe pretended. The Children 
hearing of it, intreated their Mother not to give her any. 
thing that belonged to.them, becaufe there went a general 
evil Report of her in the Town, and many not only account- 
ed her fo, but called her Witch.. Mrs. Cordes Be 

them. 
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them for faying fo, and to give her content, cut an old 
Shéet, made her a Neck-cloth, fent for her, and would have 
given it her, but fhe refufed it, defiring only fomething ap- 
pertaining to the Children, fome piece of old Cloth, which 
fome of them wore next their Skin, if it were but as much 
as would make a Stay-band ; which was denied her; but fhe 
frequented the Houfe, and had moft part of her Relief there, 
and Mrs. Corbet caufed her to beferved with Meat and 
Drink fuch as fhe defired. 

~One day as ‘Alice Hufom was. fitting in the Kitchin, her 
Daughter Faith Corbet, of about Ten or Eleven years of Age, 
came im to wath her Hands,where noe fufpecting any thing, fhe 
pulled off her Gloves, and wafhing her Hands, when fhe 
had done, went into the Houfe to dry them, and then re- 
turned prefently again,. but her Gloves were gone, and Alice 
Hufon alfo. hereupon, fhe often complained for the lofs 
of her Gloves, and faid that the Old Witch hod gotten 
them, but durft not {peak it openly, for fear her’ Mother 
fhouid chide her: And not long after, fhe fell into 2 frange 
fit, fo that two or three could hardly hold her, did often 


Screech and Cry out vehemently, fometimes fcratchand bite . 
any fhe could lay hold on, and fay, Ah, Alice, Old Witch, . 
have I gotten thee? And fometimes lye down all drawn to- - 
sether, almoft round; and lye ftill as in a Swoon, continu- - 
ing thus the moft partofa Week: And fometimes.again all. 
of a fudden, fhe became unufually Merry, and continued. fo - 


for a confiderable time together. 
In thefe Hits, many came to vifit her,- and various-were 


their Opinions of them, fome faying they were Fits of the. - 
Mother; others, that they proceeded: from the Mother and - 
the Spleen ; others, that they. were Convulfion Fits, ec. And. - 
divers. Phificians were Confulted for her; For, her Father. - 
obférving daily and almoft hourly the motions and alterati. -. 
ons of her Diftemper, wrote to Dr. Taylor, (who lived. at. ; 
York ) and defcribed the fame to him as exaétly.as he. could... 
The Doctor was very confident he could grapple with any. 


Difeafe.Curable, except there was Fafcination in the cafe : 


But... 
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no good, her Father fent to Dr. Whitty, who being then at 
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Day till after Noon, greatly admiring the manner of her Fits, 
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nes (for fhe had intervals’) her Father upon the 24rh, of 
larch, 1660, carried her to Hal to Dr. Corbet, who with 
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ill, fhe defired to go to her Sifters at Dalby Datle in Picker- 
ing Lath, hoping that the change of the Air and a remote 
Place, might conduce to her Health, or Recovery ;. but about 
15 February, 1661, fhe fell extream ill, fo that her. Father 
was fent for, and forced to go to York tor Advice, : tho much 
again{t her mind; for fhe faid, Doctors zor Phyfick could do 
her no good, f{till-erying out againft Alice Hufon; and the gth 
of March he brought her home again. Where her Fits and 
Diftemper fill continuing, and growing more violent, Doét- 
or Taylor having been feveral times with her, defired’-her 
Father to fend her to York, where he would have an eye and 
*{pecial care’over her. Sothe 18th of -——~ 1662, he carried 
her thither, where fhe remained till the 21 of May, 1663. 
But fhe ftill continuing ill, entreated her Father to let her 
takeno more Phyfick ; tor nothing would cure her fo long as 
thofe too, Alice Hufon and Dol. Bilby, were at Liberty, free- 
quently crying out of them. And her Fits at times {till grow- 
ing more violent, fhe defired once more to fee her Siiter at 
Dolby, and the rather becaufe her Sifter being’ with Child, 
was near her time of Travel.Whereupon fhe wasfent thither 
4th. March, 1663. And the 22d. as fhe was lying in Bed 
with her Siffer, her Sitter that Night fell in Travel, and de- 
fired her to rife and-call her Mother; which fhe going to do, 
as fhe was going out of the Chamber-door, a Black Cat, fe 

xe 


(55) 


fhe faid, leaped in her Face, (tho there was no fuch known 
to be in the Houfe ) and fo attrighted her, that the gOt into 
her Sifters Bed, and clafped: fuch faft hold on -her, then in 
Travel of Child-birth, that the Women who came in to her 
Labour, could fcarce get her from her : She -ftill cryin=- out 
: . ° s . co] 
of Bilby and Hufon, continuing there with her Sifter; fome 
times well, and fometimes ill. Her Father was fent for a- 
gain 3a. of April, 1664.- Who finding her in a very fad 
condition, unknown to her, fent again to Dottor Taylor to 
York, and received Cordials and other Phyfick from him; 
which when fhe underftood, fhe told him, ‘ That if fhe had 
“known, he fhould not have fent, for all the: Doctors and 
“Phyfick in.the World could do her no good, fo long as 
“thofe two Women were at Liberty; they would have her 
‘Life, and fhe was contented, fince fhe could not be believ- 
“ed. There fhe continued moft violently handled, {0 that 
her Father was conftrained to borrow Sir Fr. Boyzton’s Coach 
to carry her home, 9. Aprz, expedting daily and hourly 
when fhe fhould depart and give up her Life’; but efpecially 
the 22d. of April her Fits feized her in a moft ftrange and 
violent manner, for Twenty two Hours together,without the 
leaft intermiffion; fo that every one thatfaw her,thought it im- 
poffible fhe fhould live one Minute. Her Toneue hung out at 


a large extent; her ‘Teeth fo hard ‘fer fait, tharit was feared 


fhe would. bite off her Tongue; fhe lay as Dead, with her 
Eyes broad open; Her Arms and Legs and ‘Thighs twifted 
dnd admirably twined together ; her Bowels by the report of 
Women that came in to fee her and fat up with her, fo drawn 
up together, that-one might have laid their ‘Hand upon her 
Belly and have felt~her Back-bone, and her Spleen taken 
quite away, but fhe had*the benefit of Hearing and Under- 
ftanding ; fo that being asked. by thofe that were about her; 
who troubled her? She could anfwer fometimes' B//6y, fome- 
times Hufov, and fometimes both together. She remaining 
in. this condition, Sirfvancés Boyztow advifed her Father to 
fend for the Do€tors ; he fent to York and Hall for Dr. Taylor, 
Dr. Whitty and Dr. Corbet: But eer. they came, fhe coming 
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-a little to her felf began thus to fpeak, Ob Faithlefs and incre- 
, dulous People! Shall I never be believed till 1¢ be paft time? 


For I amas near Death as poffibly may be; and when they have 
got my Life, you will repent whew it is paft time. Hereupon her 
Father went to Mr.Welfer, Minifter of Burton Agnes, and 
they and others went. to {peak with Alice Hufon, and tho at 
firft they could not prevail with her,yet at laft they got her to 
his Houfe, and Sir Fy. Boywtona Jultice of the Peace and Mr. 
Wellfer being there,after much a do,at laft they prevailed with 
her to go up into his Daughters Chamber. As fhe went up, 
his Daughter gave a great Screech, and fome in the Cham- 
ber brought Alice Hufon to the Bed-fide: And after a fhort 
time, fhe going down again, his Daughter called fuddenly 
for a Toaft and Beer; for (fhe faid ) fhe was very Hungry 


‘and Dry. All were amazed to fee fo fudden a Change, for 


fhe had not taken any thing in three days before, and was fo 
weak, that fhe defired always thofe who were with her, to 
turn her inher Bed. Having taken her Toaft and Beer, fhe 
faid, if they would give her fome of her Cordials, {he could 
take them, which before fhe could not; and having taken 
a good quantity, fhe defired, to the admiration of all who faw 
her before, to have her Cloaths, and fhe got up and told 


“them how fhe had been handled by thetwo Women. She 


continued well all Setarday Night, and Suzday Morning 24th. 
of April, all the Doctors met and confulted about her Cafe; 
and coming to her fpake comfortably to her, and told her 
how they had confulted for her good. -She anfwered, and 
faid, Ithank you Gentlemen, for your Pains, Care -and good 
Will: But if my Father would have been perfwaded by me, he 
fhould not have fent for you: For I know, that fo long as thofe 
two women are at Liberty, neither you nor any other, or any 
thing you can adminifter, will do me any good: But I muft to 
give my Father and you fatisfaction, take fuch as you give me. 
Thus {he continued ina good State (faith her Father ) till 
after Dinner I went up; and ftaid till Church time, and then 
left her as I fuppofed in a good condition. When I came to 
the Door, to goto Church, Doll, Billy ( who as we lupppied 
Pha 
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had been with Alice Hufon) came by, whereupon I ftaid ftill, 
and let-her pafs by, oblerving her Gefture; and when the 
came againit the Window of the Chamber where my Daugh- 
terlay, fhe turned about, and looked up atthe Window ; 
and immediately my Daughter cried out, fhe is there ; and 
giving a great Screek, fell again into her Fits, crying out, 
her Heart was. quite gone. On Monday 25 of April, Bilby 
came again to ‘Town, (She lived at Thorne Hotime, which 
is in the fame Parifh of Burton Agnes)and bad Confe- 
rence with Aufon, as Hufon confefled. But my Daughter 
fell fo ill again, continually blaming them, and faying they 
had too much Liberty, that that Night-I got them Secured, 
the 26¢h, Examined, the 27th; Searched, the 28+h, Re-exa- 
mined, ‘and Alice Hufon Confeffed ; and ‘the 29th, Bilby Ex- 
amined again, upon Hu/on’s Confeffion, and: both fent ‘to 
the Gaol. But this is to be obferved, that tho my Daugh- 
ter was-well (juft) before, yet upon their Examination and 
Searching, and during all that time, fhe was moft cruelly 
handled and tormented, and as foon as they were Carted, 
fhe Recovered, (and ) continued fo till Saturday 14th. of May, 
when the fell fuddenly into her old Fits, affirming that Bilby 
had got Pins and Needles, wherewith fhe Tormented her, and 
had too much Liberty. On Monday Morning I wentto York, 
and‘found it was as fhe faid, and Mr. Read the Keeper, faid, 
fhe fhould be foon held and reftrained of her ‘Liberty ; and 
faid, obferve the time of the Day; it is upon the point of 
Two; and faid as foon as you are out of the Caftle-Gate, all 
Shall: be done, therefore let me hear how your Daughter 
doth. Coming home,’I found my Daughter (bleffed be God) 
in good Health. “IT enquired’ what time fhe Recovered 2 
they faid, upon the point of Two ‘fhe called for her Cloaths, 
meh! faid fhe would Rife,’ for fhe was fure her Father had 
been‘ at the Caftle, and gotten her Bufinefs done: 


“All this is taken Prim a Paper written by the before- mentioned 
Henry Corbet himfelf: And here follewiek, 


H The 


The Confeffion of Alice Hufon, 28 of April, 1664. 
to Mr. Tim. Wellfet, Vicar of Burton Agnes, (é2 
her own Words) as it was given in to the Judges at 
York Afizes, . 


Hree Years I have hadto do with, and for the Devil: 


ORR PLL MORRIE ED EL ADAM AOR IIRL A SES A EI ERR EDM EEN NITY AES 


Thur{day or Friday, fome Mony: I had about a Fortnight a- 
go ten Shillings of the Devil at, Rat/e's door about ‘Dwi-light 
or Day-gate;.and I gave two Shillings of this Mony for:two 
Pecks of Barly, Peale and Wheat mix’d, to Will, Parke: 
He told me, if I would kill. Mrs, Alice Corber,. 1 fhould never 
Want: He twitches.me.at the Heart, as if it were) drawn 
together with Pincers.I have, I confefs, a Witch-pap, which 
is. Sucked by the Unclean Spirit: This Sucking ae from. 
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Supper-time, till after Cock-crowing. The Devil did bid me 
deny to Mr. Welfet that he was fent by me. I had a pur- 
pofe to practice Witchcraft when I begg'’d a piece of Cloth 
and Black-hood. I confefs that T did by this Evil Spirit, kill 
Dick Warren; which was done by my wicked Heart and 
wicked Eyes: [f Thad not employ’d this wicked Spirit, I 
had not hurt him. I lent Lawcelot Harrifon eight Shillings 
of the ten Shillings the Devil gave me. I did forfake God, 
becaufe I promifed the Devil to ferve him. The Devil bid 
me not to tell of Doll Bilby. 


This is the full Confeffion of Alice Hufon iz her own words, 
fuited to the Queftions I propounded to her, being [poken to my 
PU Clo Tibi,” alt Bh ak 

| : Timothy Wellfet, 
Fea: Vicar of Burton: 
~ Agnes. 


A horrible Relation of a Trumpeter, his Wife and Daugh- 
ter, Debauched -by-a Wicked foul Spirit. Iranfcrt- 


bed from a Letter, written by a very Intelligent 


Perfon in Holland. 


A Lrampeter, who had ferved the Prince in his Wars, up- 
on his return from the_War, finding many Executed 
for Witchcraft in that Country,: abfented 
himfelf, and hid himfelfHe being mifi’d, Neither the Country, 
and they knowing no reafon, for his Ab- 72% %4¢ Time 7s men- 
{conding, enquiry was made after him, fup- 
poling he might hav been guilty of fome evil AGtion or other, 
Theft, or Adultery, ec. But found nothing againft him. 
However, they continued their Enquiry, till at laft they found 
where he was, and told him he muft go to the Prince. 
Whereupon: he cried out, Iam a Dead Man. And being 
| H 2 asked 
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asked, what was the matter? He faid he was a Witch, and 
muft Die. To the Prince he was brought; before whom 
(to the amazement of him and all Men, for-none fufpected 
him in the leaft) he confeffed, that one day walking in the 
Wood, he had met in a By Walk, a very handfom Woman, 
with whom entring into Difcourfe, he endeavoured to per- 
fwade her to fubmit to his Will, which at laft fhe yielded 
to; and when he had fatisfied himfelf with her, fhe ‘Trans- 
formed her {elf into a hideous Shape, and told him, Now 
he was from that time forward his; but made him man 
Promifes, dc. He being thus Engaged, faid he had a Wife, 
and wifhed herin the fame Condition. This Caco-Demon 
replied, he fhould take no care for. that matter; he would 
effeét it, and thus ; He fhould pretend a neceflity of going 
from Home all of a fudden, and tell his Wife that there 
would.come to find him a Gentleman, a. good Friend of his. 
in the War; and that he was forry he could not ftay to re- 
ceive him as he would, defiring her, if he came before i 
returned, to make as much of him as fhe could poffible, a 
being his fingular Friend. He being gone, this pretended 
Gentleman fome time after, came in very good Equipage, 
attended with a Servant, enquired ‘for her Husband, feemed 
forry for his Abfence: But fhe doing ther\Errand as. her Hus- 
band had ordered her, and fhewing him, great Kindnefs, he 
propounded to her the having his “Will upon her > and. fhe 
confenting, he enjoyed her not only, but het Daughter (alfo) 
of about Eleven, or twelve Years Old, to whom then he ap-. 
peared as to her Husband: And then her Husband: returned 
and found it fo. i onlipgial : 

From that time forward, certain power to hurt Cattle (as 
I remember) only was imparted to them: And the Man 
was continually accofted and compelled to continue his Com- 
merce with-his Suecuba, and the Woman and her Daughiter 
with their Incubus; with whom the firft Commerce was 
ftrangely Delightful, but ever after cold and’ paintul to 
them. : | 


*’Thefe 


(6 ) 

Thefe things having Confefs’d, and being very penitent, they 
defired to die, and were accordingly Executed : But becaufe 
they had not hurt Mankind, and were fo Penitent, inftead 
of being Burn’d, they were Beheaded. 

~The Prince would fain have faved the Girl, becaufe of 
her Youth, and ufed all Endeavours to deliver her from the 
Spirit, but could not effect it; the Girl crying out feveral 
times that he now was committing Uncleannefs with her ; 
crying out and defiring rather to die than to live fo, and be 
fubject to that foul Spirit any longer, and accordingly was. 
Executed as her Father and Mother were. 5 


A Relation. of a Dutch Boy, Poffeffed by a German 
Spirit. Being an Extra of two Letters, the firft, 
of the 12 of Febbruary, 1690. S..V. 


se Vitae here a ftrange Cafeof'a Youth about: Fifteen 
_ Years old, thar has-been of a quiet and orderly Con- 
-verfation, and was bred up to Reading and Praying, who is 
Poflefled, and as the Spirit it felf. fays through him, is. a¢tua- 
ted by three of them, ‘who. were fent to him. by three divers 


Witches, which he publickly ‘named. * : GON 
| Imy felf have entred ‘the Lifts with the Ghoft, who at 
laft,, tho very unwillingly, Anfwered, and fpeaks as good 
High Dutch as.isi{poken, in Aafriz, which the Lad could ne- 
ver {peak. I was very fharp in my Affault, and: he’ as ftre- 
nuoufly oppofed. When he departs, it is witha great Noife,. 
and the Lad lyes a good while as in a deep Swoon, till reco- 
. wered by application of fir Remedies, and.then he prays. de- 
voutly, which while Poffeffed, he cannot do; and when the 
Spirits forfake him-in part, which fometimes:they do for: a 
whole, fometimes:for half .a day; he works at. his ordinary 
Labour,.:whichis, Weaving Linen, that being the: Trade. he 
is Learning. Heisofa Meek Spirit ; but»in his Fits, three 
Men have enough to hold bun... forts Sevty a 
The: 
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"The Spirit fays very confidently, ‘that he has leave from 
the Old Man in Heaven (Thus he calls God, and will not 


-eafily be brought to ufé that word ) not to leave the Lad till 


the Witches have received their Punifhments; and that he was 
compelled by that Old Man in Heaven to difcover the Witch- 
es and their wicked Works; all which he has done, and upon 
it, the Inqueit was made, wiich otherwifé no’ body would 
have thought of. paaalyor val heats hace ag th 
In fine, it is fo ftrange and incomprehenfible a thing, that 
tis not to be exprefled, infomtuch, that if T had not been an 
eye. WitnefS, and throughly examined the Affair, I could 


never. have believed it. 


The Second Letter of she 24th of April, S. V. 1693.” 


A 10w again. fomething»of the Poffefled Lad: <Our' Dif 
courfe went upon thefe five things. x. Of the great 


‘Omnipotency of the true.God, and his. fole. Government over 


all things,both Vifibleand Invifible, 2, Of the glorious Merits 
of Chrift his Sufferings, and thereby, overturning of the Pow- 
ers of Hell ::And confequently. »:3:. Of the Isimited, and-in 
it felf powerlefs: Power of the Devils, oc. Of their Orders 
and Qualities among themfelves.|” 4. Of the great Power of 
the Holy Ghoft, dwelling in.a true Believer: and Pious'Soul, 
. Of the Name of this particular Spirit, that. fpeaks. out 
of the: Poffefled Lad, his Authority, and ‘the: caufé-.of ‘his 
cruel Works. 3 ye incek 4 


As to the Firft, heanfwered all my Queftions affirmative- 
ly,, and confeffed, that all things, even their Infernal Go. 
vernment, are executed according to the Will of God:°But 
that. word.he would not name, till he was conftrained: by a 
Command in’ the Name of the moft High, which then he 
uttered ftorming.. Then I proceeded to all the Ordinary At 
tributes of God, which tho againft his will, he owned, fay- 
ing witha roaring Voice, Yes, it is true. ' 


At 


(\63 ) 


At the Second, he srew very impatient, Gnafhing with: 
his Teeth, and would- not name the name of Chrift, till: 
I conftrained ‘him as before, and’ alledged the Example. 


of the Devil in the: Gofpel, that had fopke concerning 
Chrift. 7 | an 


I Then proceeded to the Third, Whereupon he acknow- 
ledged an Order amongit them, but would not confefs of 
what Order himfelf was, but faid, Thow aske/t more than is 
needful for thee to know, | 


I replied, But thou knoweft well enough, that I know full 


well what pitiful things ‘you Spirits are without God’s Per= 
miffion. : | 

He. I know it, or elfe thou would’ ft forbear to vex me 
thus. 

I. How comeft thou to be fuch a filly Devil, that thou cant 
Speak-nothing but High Dutch? te 

He. Are you Men then all of the fame Capacity ? 


I paffed then to the former things, 4nd {pake to him of the: 


Blood of Chrift, &c. 
- He. Pdl be gone, 7 Us 
4. No; thou foalt firft anfwer nie to this.” | " 
Heaniwered, I kvow Chrift has redeemed Men, and there- 
fore we can do nothing toyou without Permiffion: And re- 


peated divers times, I'll be gone. 


At laft T faid, Go then and -be Hapeed,: And ‘immediately 
he went forth with a-great Outcry ;*whereupon the poor 
Lad being come as out of an Extafie, after divers applicati-. 
ons, returned. to himfelf again. bes 

Fasked: the: Devils ‘their Names;.he faid. his, Name was 
Pretty Betty the other was call’d Lovgtale,.and the third, 
Cackow : and thefe three pofleffed the-Lad, whereof two. 
go forth, but one of them keeps always polleifion of the 
Body.. : i ce - 
(ADS 


ent awghs S TS SBT TR PE = Z 
ee fests ‘ vey OS: Stee! 
ES bs as: PONG Sogo 
bt a 54 Se Ok 4 5 “oy Z 2 
eg SE re, 9 ag é a 


ag) ONS US, 
of. ‘ 

, 

ot AME Ts SS 


SO ta 
*..- J¢ >. 


Pu ae 


as 
LO = oS TO aie eee Tea 


ef 


(Rig 46 
NO AoC 


“2-4 Ws 1 : 
” PA eet me GI 
bat AB in roe 22 page 
ae etn oe, rd ies ad M 
F + * - > 1 Ste a peaes Pits @ oe 
& we A ee ee gets es 
é Y Pe? ek 
= ‘at. = + | 
Oe oe eR, OTN LI eae. ie ter ee Ad 


- a . . . 
NRPS AS RID NRA RD POH RISEN ITT ’ 
=", M Saree - Baie ccs er ares te 
a, = ¥ a re 
Pe nA 2 Pace i 


AP Sa WS eR RR RS MORE TE SERRANO A NIE Sn ‘ = ‘ 
a S ¢ 2 yep eee Ee + %) Cyetag err — ie” Yip RCS Ee 
we. a ei ? ‘ eure S 
= ak, ae N28 » 
re ne Pg 
x € . eine 1 1 Gee 
s ° ve a +t “ets } » ee 
<< : ee Se te. °¢ 3S », BP PAE a 
" BENS aa = ee As FU RS Qh 


( 64 y rs 
‘The néxt day; being the day of the Circumeifion of Chrift, 
Liwent on where I left off the day before, and fo came, . 
To the Fourth, Of the Holy Ghoft, which he: refifted 
hard, but at lait owned all that I demanded on that head ; 
hut within half an hour- would be gone: But I would: not 
let him.go according to his wall, tll he had anfwered me 
tully; and then he went away, as the day before. 
If we interrogate the Devil too profoundly,.or too curi- 


oufly, he anfwers, Toa dskeft more than. is fit for thee to know, 


or permitted to me to [aye 


Three German’.Miles from hence, dwells one Mr. Crom, 
whofe little Daughter of about.’I welve Years Old, is in like 
manner poflefled ; out of whomiythe Devil {peaks, all man- 
ner-of Languages imaginable. % 
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i. oh Revelation Unvailed + Or an Eflay towards the Dilcover- 
; ing x. When many. Scripture Prophefies had: their Accom: 
plifhment, and turned into Hiltory. — 2- What are now, Fulfilling. 
3. What reft ftillto #ekulhilled, witha guels at the time of thenrs 
With an Appendix, proving that Pagas Rome, was not Babylon, ‘Revs 
1, And that the ‘fews fhall be Converted. By Mr. Samuel Petto, of 
Sudbury in Suffolk. “Price, 1 s. 6 a. 

a. ‘The Lite and Death of thelate Ancient and .Eminent: Divine, 
Mr. Hanfer'd Knollys, who Died in the 934. Year of his Age. ‘Written 
with his own Hand to the Year, 1672. and continued in General, in 
an Epiftle, By Mr. William Kiffien. To which is added, His iaft Le- 
sacy to the Church, PriceStitch’d, 6. ' 

>, A Gompendious Hiftory of the firft Inventers and Inftitutors of 
che moft Fainous Arts, Myfteries, Laws, Cuftoms and Manners.in 
che whole World: Together with many other Rarities and: Remark- 
able things, never before made Publick. To which are added, feve- 
ral Curious Inventions, peculiarlyattributed to England and Englith- 
men. The whole Work Alphabetically digeflted: Being very helpful 
to to the Readers of Hiftory. Price, 1 4. | 

All Printed for fobn Harris, at the Harrow in the Poultry. 
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